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So, all over the land the people combined to use as far as possible 

American materials only. Rich and poor alike wore plain clothes 

of strong home stuff; the ladies met in “spinning-bees” where 

each one tried to out-do the other in the work accomplished ; ! 

«American broadcloth” became the fashion; and both President 

Washington and Vice-President Adams took the oath of office 

dressed from head to foot in home-spun garments “whose material 

was the product of American soil.” 

The Revolution, however, had not altogether destroyed that very 

objectionable feeling of “I am better than you,” that royalty and 

aristocracy are responsible for and that is so hard for people to get 

rid of. The Declaration of Independence had told the world that. 

“all men are created free and equal,” but for many 

people, even in free America, it was hard to admit 

the equality. So, in the little cities and in the 

neighborhood centers of the United States there 

existed for years that unwise feeling of superiority 

that we call aristocracy, due to the wealth or posi- 

tion of certain favored families. Even when Wash- 

ington was to be inaugurated the Congress was 

perplexed what title to give him. Some, with the 

remembrance of the old titles of royalty still in 

mind wished to address him as “ High Mightiness ;”’ 

some wished to speak of him as “His Highness the |v euxoron, wre 

President of the United States of America and OF THE PRESIDENT. 

Protector of their Liberty;” “Your Grace” and 

“His Excellency,” were both proposed; but good common “sense 

won the day and it was resolved that the address should be simply 

“the President of the United States.” And “To the President” 

or “By the President” have been the address and signature 

pertaining to the office to this day. 

But though aristocratic and high-flown manners and feelings ' 

found place in certain sections, oa though the dear and noble- 

 


