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little mails there were could be carried by the post-riders ; news- 
papers were few and dull; schools were poor in instruction and 
cruel in discipline; tallow candles, grease “dips” or pitch pine 
were the only lights; wood was the only fuel; coal and stoves were 
unknown ; farming was rough and far from thorough and fully one 
seventh of the four million Americans were negro slaves. 

The buying and selling of black people for use in the farm labor 
and housework of America dated from the days of the Spanish con- 
quistadores who, as early as 1508, when they found that the con- 
quered Indians could not stand the killing work forced upon them 

by their cruel task-masters, brought into the 
Spanish Main negroes from Africa to take 
their places. In 1619 a Dutch captain vent- 
ured with a cargo of nineteen African slaves 
to Virginia; and from their sale to the 
planters along the James River dates the 
two hundred and fifty years of negro slavery 
in North America. At the close of the 
Revolution slavery existed in all the States, 
though Massachusetts had already declared 
it illegal. It was not, however, suited to the 
peculiar climate of the Northern common- 
wealths whose methods of farming were 
widely different from those employed in the 
rice and tobacco plantations of the South. 
So it came about that nearly seven eighths 
of all the slaves in the United States were 

in Maryland, Virginia and North and South Carolina which were 
also, as we have seen, the richest and most populous of the thirteen 
States. New York owned the largest number of any Northern State 
— fully twenty thousand. But, even then, clear-headed and right- 
minded men saw the evil of slavery and warned their countrymen 
of the risks of continuing it. The founders of the government — 

  

  

BORROWING FIRE IN OLD DAYS.


