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came Massachusetts with 378,787; New York as fifth with 340,120 ; 
Maryland sixth with 319,728; South Carolina seventh with 249,073 ; 
Connecticut eighth with 237,496; New Jersey ninth with 184,139, ; 
New Hampshire tenth with 141,885; Maine eleventh with 96,540; 
Vermont twelfth with 85,425; Georgia thirteenth with 82,548, 
Kentucky fourteenth with 73,677; Rhode Island fifteenth with 
68,825; Delaware sixteenth with 59,096 and Tennessee seventeenth 
with 35,691. Of these, at that time, four were 
not yet admitted as States: Maine was a part of 
the State of Massachusetts, Vermont was a part 
of New York, Kentucky of Virginia and Ten- 
nessee of the Carolinas. Already emigrants were 
crossing the Alleghanies and peopling the West- 
ern wilderness as Kentucky, Tennessee and the 
lands about the Ohio were called. Indeed, dur- 

ing the Revolution, a brave American borderer, 

named General George Rogers Clarke, had capt- 
ured from the British the distant outposts in the 
territory of the Illinois, along the Mississippi River, and had thus 

established a footing for American frontiersmen and given the 

United States a claim to the territory north of the Ohio River 
when the treaty of peace was signed. 

But nearly all of the four millions of Americans above classified 

were settled along the Atlantic coast line. The western wilderness 

_had, as yet, too many terrors. The sea was their main highway ; 

the sailing-packets their principal means of travel. Lumbering 

stages did, indeed, run between the leading cities, but it took quite 

as many days by land as by water, for roads were bad, bridges few 

and ferries clumsy and dangerous. 
Philadelphia was the chief town of the United States. It had in 

1790, a population of 42,520, while New York had but 33,131, Bos- 

ton but 18,038 and there was no Chicago at all! Trade with the a 

interior was by six-horse wagons, by pack-horse or flat-boat; whet . 

  

GEORGE ROGERS CLARKE.


