
126 STARTING OUT IN LIFE. 

judges were to be appointed by the President and to hold office for 

life. The “head judge” was to be called the Chief Justice of the 

United States. 

So, by vote of the people of the thirteen United States, the Con- 

stitution became the law of the land. But the discussion of its pro- 

visions by the people led to a difference of opinion as to its real 

value, and this discussion resulted in a division into two parties. 

One of these parties believed that the Constitution could not be 

bettered and that the new Federal government was exactly the 

thing needed; this party called itself the Federalists and enthu- 

siastically supported the new constitution. The other party be- 

lieved that more power should be allowed to the States; they feared 

that too much power given to Congress might lead to a monarchy 

or a tyranny of some sort, and they declared that so strong a cen- 

tral power took away from the people the privilege of celf-govern- 

ment; this party was called the Anti-Federalists. 

But the majority of the people accepted and resolved to live up 

to the new constitution. Washington and Franklin, to whom the 

people looked with the greatest respect and confidence, supported 

it heartily and were among the chiefs of the Federalists. When, 

however, the office of president was to be filled one man alone 

was the choice of the people, and when the sixty-nine electors 

sent in their votes for president the sixty-nine ballots were all for 

George Washington of Virginia. John Adams of Massachusetts 

was elected vice-president. The city of New York was selected as — 

the capital of the United States, and on the fourth of March, 1789, 

on the balcony of Federal Hall (now the site of the Sub-Treasury in 

Wall Street) in the city of New York, George Washington took the 

oath to support the Constitution as the supreme law of the land; and 

amid the shouts and flag-waving and booming of cannon that fol- 

lowed: the proclamation of Chancellor Livingstone who had admin- 

istered the oath: “ Long live George Washington, President of the 

United States!” the man who had led the armies of his land to vic-


