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enforce the laws; the judiciary department, or law courts of the 
United States, was to decide all questions or disputes that might 
arise concerning the laws. To the Constitution as “the law of the 
land,” the national government, the State governments and they 
people were to give entire obedience. 

The Legislative Department, which was to make the laws, was to 
consist of two branches, the Senate and the House of Representa- 
tives. Each State, no matter how large or how small it might be, 

was to have two men in the senate, their “Senators;”’ the members 

of the House of Representatives were to be chosen by the States ac- 
cording to their population, so that the larger States had, of course, 
more men in the House of Representatives than the smaller States 
could have. These two Houses together comprised the Congress of 
the United States and were to levy taxes, borrow money, coin 

money, regulate commerce, establish post-offices, declare war, raise 

and maintain armies and navies, while the States could only levy 

taxes, borrow money and employ soldiers for their own State uses. 

A majority of votes in each House of Congress was necessary to 

pass a law; and treaties made by the President must be approved 

by the Senate. 

The Executive Department, which was to enforce the laws, was 

to be in the hands of a President, chosen every four years by repre- 

sentatives of the people known as electors. The president was to 

be commander-in-chief of the army and navy and to appoint the 

public officers to whom the details of carrying out the laws of 

Congress were to be given. If he did wrong he could be accused 

or “impeached” by the House of Representatives and tried by the 

- Senate and in case of his removal, resignation or death his “ sub- 

stitute” or Vice-President was to take his place. The only other 

duty of the Vice-President was to preside over the meetings of the 

Senate. 
The Judiciary Department which was to “interpret” the laws 

was to consist of a supreme court and certain district courts. The


