
122 _ STARTING OUT IN LIFE. 

of Philadelphia of forty-five delegates from the thirteen States 
of the new union and which is known in history as the Federal 

Convention of 1787. : 
This Federal Convention of 1787 has been rightly dalled « “one of 

the most remarkable deliberative bodies known to history.” George | 

- Washington was its presiding officer. Among its members were# 

such men as Benjamin Franklin, Alexander Hamilton, James Madi- 

son, Robert Morris, Wiliam Livingston, Rufus King, Roger Sher- 
man and others whose love for liberty was great, whose foresight 

was clear and whose chief desire was to present to their fellow- 
citizens a document that should enable them to live together in peace 
and unity. From the fourteenth of May to the seventeenth of Sep- 
tember, 1787, the Convention discussed, debated, modified, amended 

and resolved. Then the great paper, duly signed, was presented ‘to 
the people as the best their representatives could do. A year of 
discussion succeeded; one by one the thirteen States said “all 
right” — that is, accepted or ratified the document; and on the thir- 
teenth of September, 1788, the Constitution of the United States of 

America was officially declared to be “ the law of the land.” 
Let us remember these few “personalities” of the Constitution. 

Alexander Hamilton originated it; Gouveneur. Morris planned its 
construction ; James Madison put it into shape; George Washing- 

ton was its first signer; Benjamin Franklin was its oldest signer, 
at the age of eighty-one; Nicholas Gilman was its youngest signer, 
at the age of twenty-five. 

By the Constitution the name of the government created “ for 
and by the people” was the “ United States of America.” It pro- 
vided for a general government whose authority was to be supreme 
on all matters of national interest and union; this was to be divided 
into three departments: the legislative, the executive, the judiciary. 
The legislative department, called the congress, was to make the 
laws; the executive department, consisting of the President of the 

United States and the officers selected by him, was to carry out and 
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