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America speedily saw that neither the Continental Congress nor its 

Articles of Confederation were of any further use. Liberty had 

been won, but it was liberty without union. The country was 

weak and exhausted from the wounds of war; prosperity that the 
people had looked for as one of the first results of freedom did not 
come; the States, relieved from the strain of war, began to quarrel 
with one another over boundaries and trade; the talk of taxation 

led to angry threats of resistance; bloodshed was feared and State 
after State threatened unless this or that was done to “secede” from 
“the confederation.” Congress had no authority; people obeyed 
or disobeyed its commands as they saw fit; the State governments 

had more real power than had the congress, and young Alexander 

Hamilton perplexed by the way things looked said sadly: “A na- 

tion without a national government is an awful spectacle.” 

And it was from such men as this young Alexander Hamilton 

that relief at last came. From the very first he had seen that 

only in union was there strength. Before 

the close of the Revolution, in the year 
1780, he had written to his friend the con- 

gressman James Duane: “We must have 

a vigorous confederation if we mean to 

succeed in the contest and be happy 

thereafter.” And in that very letter this 

remarkable young man of twenty-three 

outlined many of the provisions that, later, 

found a place in the Constitution of the ne 
United States. INKS anton THE 

For this is what came in due time—a 

paper drawn up and signed by the representatives of the people 

and accepted by each and all of the several States, by the agree- : 

ments in which the United States of America were to be guided and 

governed. This is known as the Constitution of the United States. 

It was adopted in the year 1787, at a meeting together in the city 

 


