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believed in the great mission of America and in the early days 
of the struggle, replied to a friend who warned him against brav- 
ing the power of England: “swim or sink, live or die, survive 
or perish with my country is my unalterable determination ;” John 
Hancock, President of the Continental Congress, proscribed as a 
traitor by George the Third — dignified, impartial, quick in action, 
determined in purpose, who urged the people of Boston, “ Not only 
pray, but act; if necessary fight and even die for the prosperity 
of our Jerusalem,” and who, when he put his bold signature to the 
Declaration of Independence, said, laughingly: “There; John Bull 

can read my name without spectacles. Now let him double the 
price on my head, for this is my defiance ;” Christopher Gadsden, 
the boldest in denouncing British oppression, the first to speak for 
American independence, ‘whose unselfish love of country,” says 
Mr. Bancroft, “was a constant encouragement to his countrymen 

never to yield;” Thomas Jefferson, the greatest Democrat, the 
sworn foe to aristocracy and kingly power, the author of the Dec- 
laration of Independence, and through that immortal paper, “ the 
beginner of a new age of the world;” John Jay, a statesman and a 
patriot of elevated motives, and the purest character who, before 
the struggle begun, took a bold stand for America’s rights and 
wrote in his address to the British people: “ Know, then, that we 
consider ourselves, and do insist that we are and ought to be, 
as free as our fellow-subjects in Great Britain and that no power 
on earth has a right to take our property from us without our 
consent;” Roger Sherman, a farmer and a shoemaker, a jurist 
and a statesman, signer of the Declaration and “one of the great. 
men of his time,’ who set the bells of New Haven a-ringing as’ 
he declared that “the parliament of Great Britain can rightfully - 
make laws for America in no case whatever ;” Robert Morris, the 

“moneyed man” and financier of the Revolution, who, in 1777, 

declared that Washington was “the greatest man on earth,’ and 
who, through faith in Washington’s ability as well as in the cause


