
106  - PHE AMERICAN REVOLUTION. 

After its beginning at Boston, the Revolutionary War may be di- 
vided into three periods of fighting: the struggle for the Hudson, 

the struggle for the Delaware and the struggle for the 

Carolinas. 
Defeated at the Battle of Long Island, Washing- 

ton retreated through New Jersey and won the battle 
of Trenton; defeated at Germantown he retreated 

into the gloom of that sorry winter of Valley Forge, 
coming out in the spring to fight and win the Battle 

of Monmouth. He drove the British from Boston; he | 

forced them from Philadelphia; his planning relieved ' 
Charleston and the Carolinas, and finally brought 
about the British surrender at Yorktown. It was 

Washington’s persistent refusal to stay beaten but to 
come up again and again to what seemed a useless 
fight that drew to his side the gallant young French- 
man the Marquis de Lafayette, and won for the new 
United States the alliance and aid of France. On the 
thirteenth of January, 1778, a treaty of alliance with 
France was signed, and from that date the success 

of the revolt was never doubtful. 
The dark days of the war were the defeats at Quebec, where the 

gallant Montgomery was slain while storming the British citadel ; 
at Long Island and White Plains, where the raw troops 
of Washington were no match for the British regu- 
lars; at Brandywine and Germantown which lost 
Philadelphia to the Americans; and at Charleston 
and Camden which for a time “ wiped out” the south- 
ern army of the patriots. Darker still were the 
dreary days at Valley Forge when all seemed lost 
indeed; the hateful treason of Benedict Arnold, one 
of Washington’s trusted generals, and the days, when by the sel- 
fish combination of enemies in the army and in the Congress (in 
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