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raised over the American camp on Prospect Hill; and on the fourth 
of July, 1776, the Continental Congress assembled in Independence 
Hall in the city of Philadelphia declared the thirteen United Col- 
onies to be “free and independent States” — that they were “ ab- 
solved from all allegiance to the British crown, and that all politi- 
cal connection between them and the State of Great Britain is and 
ought to be totally dissolved.” This was the immortal “ Declaration 
of Independence,” and ever since that memorable act the fourth of 

July has been celebrated as the birthday of the United States of 
America. ; 

But to declare a thing is not always to doit. The Declaration 
was but the first step toward independence. Much was to be at- 
tempted, much suffered, much lost and won before the United States 

were really free and independent. For nearly seven years, from the 
nineteenth of April, 1775, to the nineteenth of October, 1781 — 
from the first blood at Lexington to the last blood at Yorktown — 
did the unequal conflict rage before the King of England, his coun- 

cilors and his people would acknowledge themselves beaten by 
the spirit of liberty that had grown up across.the sea. Then at last 
they reluctantly gave in. A treaty of peace with the new “nation” 
was signed at Paris on the third of September, 1783, and on the 

twenty-fifth of November following, the British soldiers evacuated 
the city of New York and Liberty triumphed. 

It had been a stubborn fight between determined men. When 
once the war was really entered upon and the evacuation of Boston 
showed the King of England and his advisers that it was to be 
fought in earnest, the British leaders sought by every means to 
secure success. They sent large armies to America, swelling their 
ranks by hiring for money thousands of European troops called 
Hessians; they tried in every way to frighten and overawe the 
steadfast “ rebels,” and gave honors and reward to those Americans 
who remained loyal to the king and who were called “tories.” 
They sought to occupy the chief centers of population North and


