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he was patient, persistent, fair-minded, generous and brave; his 
strength of will was inspiring, his power of self-control remarkable, 
and he was absolutely truthful. He was a natural leader. As a 
boy he was captain of the company of small Virginians he. drilled 

and marshaled. At sixteen he was a surveyor and “roughed it” 
in the Indian country ; at twenty he was a major in the king’s ser- 
vice; at twenty-five he was commander-in-chief of the Virginia 
forces. It was he who fired the first shot in the French wars of 
1754, led the attack at Great Meadows, and by his valor, alone, 

saved the terrible defeat of the English general Braddock from be- 
coming a massacre. He knew the weakness as well as the strength, 

the endurance as well as the independence of the colonial soldier, 
and no man was better suited to lead the troops of revolution to 
victory, to guide them in skillful retreat or to, save them from the 
disgrace of surrender. Other generals in the Revolutionary army 
were as brave, others as self-sacrificing, others as skillful as he, but 

_not one combined all the excellencies that go toward making a 
great soldier except George Washington. His record as a leader 
alike in victory and defeat, was such that students of the art of war 
accord to General Washington the rank of a “ great commander.” 

On the third of July, 1775, Washington assumed command of the 
_American army drawn up to receive him on the Commons of Cam- 
bridge, and his headquarters were in the old Craigie House, still 
standing, and equally cherished by all Americans as the military 
home of Washington the soldier, and the peaceful home of Long- 
fellow the poet. He declined to receive any pay for his services, 
went at once to work to organize his army of fourteen thousand un- 
disciplined militia men and kept General Gage and his red-coats so 
tightly locked up in Boston town, that they were at last forced to 
run away from the city by sea. This they did on the seventeenth 

g@ of March, 1776. Washington and the victorious Continental troops 
marched into the city and Boston’s long slavery was over. 

On the first of January, 1776, the new flag of the Revolution was


