
  

94 THH FIRST BLOW POR FREEDOM. 

and the Royal Governor, General Gage, was ordered to seize or 

destroy all munitions of war held by the colonists and to fire upon 
the people should he deem it necessary. : 

Acting under these orders General Gage seized the arms and 
powder stored in the old powder house on Quarry Hill (in the pres- 

ent city of Somerville) three miles 
from Boston and took secret meas- 

ures to seize the stores at Salem and 
at Concord. 

Now as these stores and munitions 
of war were the property of the. 
province of Massachusetts it was held 
that the king had no right to take 
them and after the seizure at Somer- 
ville the provincial congress — as the 
“rebel” legislature of the province 
called itseli—determined to save 
these stores for its own need. A 
mob of indignant: patriots frightened 
away the small force sent to Salem 

and some one* told the Americans ‘of the secret designs upon the 

stores at Concord and the two signal lanterns hung in the belfry 

of the Old North Church of Boston gave warning of the plans of 

the British. 
Then it was that Paul Revere made his famous night ride ian 

Boston to Concord to arouse the farmers against the British designs. 

Of course you all know Mr. Longfellow’s splendid poem “ Paul 

Revere’s Ride,” telling how this brave “scout of liberty” spread 

the news. Just read it again, right here, to refresh your memory 

and then you will understand how excited the people were and how 

the “minute men” from all the country round caught up their 

  

PAUL REVERE’S RIDE 

* It is said that this “ some one” was no less a person than Mrs. Gage, the wife of the Royal Governor. She 

was an American woman and said to be “ triendly to liberty:”


