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January, 1770, the citizens of New York made the first stand against 

‘the king’s troops in a street fight known as the “ Battle of Golden 

Hill” and on the fifth of March, in the same year, an unexpected 

fight in King Street, Boston, developed into the bloody brawl that 

has since been called “ the Boston Massacre.” 
Everybody was aroused. It looked very much as if war was at 

hand. But Parliament, fearing that it had perhaps gone too far, 

took off all the taxes save one — that on tea. 

But this was adding insult to injury. The American colonies - 
were not making their firm stand to save money but to gain their 

rights. It did not matter what was taxed or how much it was taxed. 

What they resisted was any tax without the right of representation. 
They refused to buy tea. They refused even to drink it; they 

‘drank, instead, tea made from sage or raspberry-leaves, or other 

American plants. New York and Philadelphia sent back the tea- 
ships unloaded. Charleston stored the tea in damp cellars and. 

spoiled it. In Boston the British men-of-war blocked the way and. 
refused to let the tea-ships out of the harbor. A great public meet- 

ing in the Old South Church requested the Governor to let the tea- 

ships go back and, when he refused, fifty men disguised as Indians 
rushed to Griffin’s Wharf, boarded the tea-ships and smashed and 

flung overboard three hundred and forty-two chests of tea. This 

occurred on the night of the sixteenth of December, 1778, and has 

ever since been known as the “ Boston Tea Party.” 

Enraged at this open defiance Parliament ordered the port of 
Boston closed — that is, said that no ships could go in or out — and 

the business of the town was well-nigh ruined. This was called the 

Boston Port Bill. The other colonies stood up for Boston; they 

sent it aid and supplies and cheering words and, one after another, 

the thirteen colonies agreed to neither buy nor sell to England (to 

“boycott” it, in fact, as we say to-day) and to join in a general 

congress. 
This congress of the thirteen colonies — since known as the First


