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stamps furnished by the English Government and purchased from 
the agents appointed to sell them in the colonies. It was consid- 

ered as the “entering wedge”’ for other tyrannical acts. “If the 
king can tax our trade,” the colonists said, “why not our lands?” 

And from Maine to Georgia the cry arose, “No taxation without 
representation.” People do not object to pay taxes when they 
themselves order the taxes and are benefited by the money that 
comes from such taxation; but to be taxed without a word to say in 
the matter and to be forced to pay, no matter how objectionable the 
method and manner of collection, makes people angry. And so the 
people of America broke out into loud and rebellious words. James 
Otis in Massachusetts and Patrick Henry in Virginia, and other 
speakers of prominence and influence aroused their hearers to a 
pitch of enthusiasm ; local rivalries were forgotten in the general 
indignation ; the demand for a union of the colonies in opposition 
to the tyranny of England was universal; acts of violence and 
insubordination against the stamp agents and the English gover- 
nors and officials were committed in every colony; patriotic asso- 
ciations called the “Sons of Liberty” were formed; and on the 
seventh. of October, 1765, a Colonial Congress, consisting of dele- 
gates from nine of the thirteen colonies, assembled at New York 
and adopted three protests against taxation—one of these they 
called a “Declaration of Rights,” one “An address.to the King,” 
and one a “ Memorial to Parliament.” 

This wide-spread opposition on the part of the colonies, the 
refusal of the Americans to buy or to use the stamps, their agree- 
ment with one another not to import, buy, use or wear any article 
of English manufacture until the Stamp Act was “ repealed ” — that 
is, declared by the English Parliament to be io longer in force — 
exerted so great an influence in England, especially upon the mer- 
chants who saw that this stand of the Americans would cause them 
to lose both trade and money, that in 1766 after much debate and 
many bitter words, the English Parliament repealed the Stamp Act. 
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