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So when the English authorities attempted to enforce these Writs 
of Assistance there was a great uproar! The colonists had grumbled 
and protested at the other burdens laid upon them, but for the Eng- 
lish king to claim the right of invading the home was going too far. 
They resisted the Writ; and James Otis, a brilliant Boston lawyer 
whose duty it was as one of the lawyers for the Government to de- 
fend the service of one of these writs, resigned his office and spoke 
in bold and fiery words against the new injustice. “To my dying 
day,” he declared in this memorable speech, “ will I oppose, with all 
the power and faculties God has given me, all such instruments 
of slavery on the one hand and villainy on the other.” It was 
the first outspoken word for liberty, and roused the people to 
enthusiasm. 

And yet, angered though they were at England’s tyranny, the 
colonists hesitated to act. England was the mother country and 
resistance was rebellion. They were not yet ready to go so far. 
They felt that all they should do was—as 
the old saying runs—to “grin and bear 
it.” But they really could not “grin” over 
tyranny and they soon determined not to 

bear it. 
For, one day came the climax. It is the 

last straw in the overburdening load, you 
know, that breaks the camel’s back. And 

in the year 1765, on the eighth of March, King George and his 
councilors tried to put the last straw on the overloaded back of 
the colonial camel. On that day the English Parliament passed 
the measure now famous in history as the Stamp Act. 

' This celebrated act was but one among a number of measures 
adopted by Parliament for taxing the American colonies, but it was 
particularly objectionable. It required that all newspapers, almanacs, 
marriage certificates, pamphlets and legal documents of every 
description should be upon stamped paper or have pasted upon them 

  

THE HATED STAMPS.


