
86 “THE LAST STRAW.” 

Canada. The cost of this long-continued strife was frightful. Eng- 

lish tax-payers held that as these wars had been for the defense and 

benefit of the American colonies, America. should pay the bill — or 

at least a certain proportion of it—and also the cost of governing 

and defending the colonies in the future. But the Americans did 

not think this was just. The wars with France, they said, had been 

for the benefit and glory of England. The American colonies were 
not allowed the right to choose or have any 
one to speak for them in the English Par- 

liament, saying who should govern them or 
how they should be governed. “If we can 
be represented in the English Parliament,” 
they said, “we are willing to be taxed for 
our support, but we do not propose to pay 
for what we do not get.” 

The British lawmakers, however, were de- 
termined. They: would not yield to the 
desires of the colonists; they made new. 
rules as to the commerce and shipping of 
the colonies that were harsher than the 
former ones; these were called the Naviga- 

tion Acts. Then they ordered that the Cus- 
tom House officers in America should have 
the right to enter any house at any time 

to search for smuggled goods, and, if. need be, to call: upon the 
soldiers for help. This order was called the Writ of Assistance. . 

Then how angry the colonists were! For they were English- 
men in nature and ancestry and they held to the truth of the old 
English declaration, that an Englishman’s house is his castle,* 
‘into which no one but himself or his family has the right to 
enter uninvited. . 

      

  

THE RIGHT OF SEARCH. 

* This was the decision of a famous English justice, Sir Edward Coke, who, in 1660, said: “The house of every 
one is to him as his castle and fortress, as well for his defense against injury and violence as for his repose.”


