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84 “THE LAST STRAW.” 

not allowed to manufacture anything for their own use or for sale 
in England; the farmers were compelled to send their crops to Eng- 
land and purchase what they needed in English markets only. 

It is no wonder then that the people grew restless, that they — 
began to think and talk and act, and that at last they came to the 
conclusion that if the King of England denied them the right of liv- 
ing honest, honorable, hard-working and upright lives as loyal colo- 
nists of England in the land they had settled and cultivated, it was 
high time for them to deny the right of the King of England to 
have anything whatever to say as to their affairs. 

Just then the King of England of that day (whose name and title 
were George the Third, and who was a particularly obstinate and 
unaccommodating ruler) gave his consent to certain measures that 
roused the people of the thirteen colonies to the greatest indignation; 
they led to results, too, that were as unforeseen to the Americans 

as they were surprising to the pig-headed - King George of England, 
three thousand miles away. 

CHAPTER X. 

“THE LAST STRAW.” 

Uz|ATIONS as well as boys and men are often all too ready to 
“0 play the bully. In 1760 the population of Great Britain 

was fully nine millions; the population of Great Britain’s 
thirteen colonies in Ameri¢a was less than two millions. 

It is very easy for nine millions to say to two millions, 
“ You shall!” or “You shall not!” And they did say it. People 
in England talked of the people in America as “ our subjects.” Of 
course the Americans did not like this; they felt that they were


