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governor were certain to have ideas and methods altogether differ- 

ent from those held by the people, who knew their own needs and 

were not slow to speak up for them. The Royal Governor was, in 

the opinion of the colonists, forever interfering in matters which he 

could not understand and in which they were deeply interested. 

There was, therefore, a continual quarrel going on between the gov- 

ernor appointed by the king and the people he had been sent over 
the sea to govern. 

This quarrel dated from the early years of colonization, and some- 

times led to popular uprisings, to blows and blood. When royal 
commissioners were dispatched to Virginia in 1624 to take away 
the liberties granted by the “charter,” the “Burgesses” boldly 
withstood them, and, when the commissioners bribed the clerk of 
the Burgesses to give up the records, the tempted clerk was put 
into the pillory by his associates and had 

his ear cut off. In 1638, and again in 1645, 

William Clayborne in Maryland headed an 

armed protest against Governor Calvert and 

Lord Baltimore ; in 1676 the plucky Vir- 
ginia colonist, Nathaniel Bacon, stood out 

boldly against the obstinate and tyrannical 

Governor Berkeley, and, in what is known as 

“‘ Bacon’s Rebellion,” forced the governor 

to terms, but died before victory was fully 
attained, the first popular leader in America. 

In North Carolina, in 1678, John Culpepper 
headed arising against the high-handed rep- 
resentative of the absent Royal Governor, who denied the people’s 
“free right of election;” in 1688 the enraged colonists of the Caro- 
linas rose against their governor, Seth Sothel, took away his author- 

ity and banished him for a year. In 1687 and 1689 the colonists 
in Massachusetts and New York broke into open revolt against the 
tyranny of the king’s representatives, imprisoning Governor Andros 
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