
78 - WORKING TOWARD LIBERTY. 

of Burgesses,” as it was more frequently called, elected by the 

people. In New England it was what is known as a “township” 

government in which the people of the various towns taxed and 

governed themselves upon a basis settled once a year by the grown 
men of the colonies in a coming together called the “ town-meeting.” 

The town-meeting also elected to office the men who were to manage 

public affairs during the year. In South Carolina a popular election 
in the several “ parishes” or church divisions 

of the colony selected the minister and ves- 
trymen of the church and the representatives 
to the colonial assembly. In Maryland and 
Delaware the people of the different sections, 
or “hundreds” as they were called — (from - 
the old Roman word for a brotherhood, curia, 
whence came century, hundred) assembled in 
“hundred-meetings,”’ enacted by-laws, levied 
taxes, appointed committees and helped to 
govern themselves. In Pennsylvania the 
officers of each local division or “county” 
were elected by the people. In New York | 

Wai the old system of village assemblies estab- 
Sh PE lished by the early Dutch settlers was con- 

"tinued by their English successors ; this, by 
direct vote of the people in a sort of town- 

meeting, selected the governing body of the town for the coming 
year. 

So, you see, the colonists almost from the start learned to govern 
themselves and were taught the lesson of freedom. But, above the 
people, as the direct representative of the English king, stood the 
Royal Governor. He was generally a favorite or “ pet” of the king; 
he was as arule good for nothing as a man and worse as a governor; 
and he was sent over to keep the people “up to the mark” in the 
service of a king three thousand miles away. The king and his 

       

  

ONE OF TIE VILLAGERS.


