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whole people.” Here it is for you to study out in all its curious 
old-time wording, spelling and capitals: 

“ In y*? Name of God, Amen. We whose names are underwriten, 

the loyall subjects of our dread soveraigne Lord, King James, by y° 
Grace of God, of Great Britaine, France & Ireland King, Defender 
of y® Faith, etc. Having undertaken, for y* Glorie of God, and ad- 

vancemente of y* Christian Faith and Honour of our King and coun- 
trie, a Voyage to plant y° first Colonie in y° Northerne part of 
Virginia, doe by these presents solemnly and mutually in y° Pres- 
ence of God, and of one another, Covenant & Combine ourselves 

togeather into a Civill body Politick, for our better Ordering & 
Preservation & Furtherance of y°® ends aforesaid; and by Vertue 
hearof to enact, constitute and frame such just and equall lawes, 
ordinances, Acts, Constitutions & Offices, from Time to Time, as 
shall be thought most meete & convenient for y® generall good of 
y* Colonie, unto which we promise all due submission and obedience. 
In witnes whereof we have hereunder subscribed our Names at Cap. 
Codd.y* 11 of November, in y* year of y* Raigne of our Soveraigne 
Lord King James, of England, France & Ireland y* eighteenth, and 
of Scotland y° fiftie fourth, ano: Dom. 1620.” 

Nineteen years later —on the fourteenth of January, 1639 — the 
“freemen” of the three river towns of Connecticut (Windsor, Hart- 
ford and Wethersfield) met at Hartford and drew up what is said to 
be the first written constitution in the world. This paper did not 
recognize the right of any king or parliament to direct the actions 
of the people of Connecticut, but held all persons who were allowed 

-a share in the affairs of the colony to be freemen. Under the arti- 
cles of this constitution the people of Connecticut lived for nearly 
two hundred years. 

The forms of government gradually adopted by the several col- 
onies taught men to stand alone and think for themselves. In 
Virginia, as we have seen, it was a “General Assembly,” or “House


