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When boys get away from home and men from the restraints of 

government they are very apt to want to strike out for themselves 
and they object more than ever 
to any attempt of the far-away 
“powers that be” to tell them 
what they must do amid their 
new surroundings or how they 
must do it. So, at an early day, 
men in America began to think 
about freedom and to plan for a 
nobler living than was possible in 

the land they had left. behind. For, when active, earnest people 
are really thrown upon their own resources they are bound to think 
and act for themselves. 

One of the first of such acts was the Virginia Charter of 1618 — 
“the beginning of free government in America.” This charter 
‘was a paper secured by the Virginia colonists giving them the privi- 
lege of dividing the lands they had come to settle into farms which 

_each man could own and work for himself. It also gave them a 

voice in making their own laws and permitted them to say 

who should speak for, or represent them in the “ General 
Assembly” of the colony. To us who have never known 

anything different this does not seem like a great conces- 

sion; but it was in those days, when no man was really 

free. And King James, like the crabbed old tyrant he 

was, was very angry at what he called the presumption 

of the people. So in 1624, with the help and at the sug- 
gestion of some of his very wise but very stupid advisers, 

_ he took away all these rights and made the colony a kingly 

“province.” But the ideas of personal liberty that the 0N® 0" KING Jamus’ 
: . ss 5 ADVISERS. 

wise framers of the Virginia Charter had put into that 
early paper lived and became, in later years, the basis for the 
Constitution and the Government of the United States of America. 
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