
  

72 FOES WITHOUT AND WITHIN. 

Quakers whipped “at the cart’s tail” by the. Dutch rulers of New 

Amsterdam and hanged on Boston Common by the Puritan rulers 

of Massachusetts Bay; from this cause the “ Papists” as the Roman 

Catholics were called, were imprisoned in New York; the Baptists — 

were mobbed in Virginia; Puritans and Papists came to open 

warfare in Maryland, and “Dissenters” and “ Churchmen” broke 

into fierce conflict in the Carolinas. 
From all this you can see that people in those old 

days were not as high-minded, as open-hearted, as 

liberal or as “ kindly-affectioned one to another” 

as the Bible has it—as are people to-day. Hduca- 

tion, freedom and union have made us brothers at 

last. And, when people are bigoted and narrow- 

minded, they are apt to be superstitious and cruel. 

Our ancestors of two centuries ago were full of the ~ 

oddest imaginations as to good and bad luck; their 

fathers had been so before them. They especially 

feared the influence of witches. If anything went 

wrong an evil spirit, they -said, had “bewitched” 

things and at once they hunted about, not to see 

why things went.wrong, but what witch had made 

them go wrong. 

Now so many things went wrong in the early 

colonial days, that the poor settlers begun to think 

the witches had followed them across the sea, and 

when one or two of their ministers — in whom they 

had perfect confidence —said that this was so, of 

course everybody believed it and the hunt for the 

witches began. It was a dreadful time. In almost all the colonies 

innocent people were persecuted or put to death under the supposi- — 

tion that they were witches and had worked their evil “spells” 

upon other people, or upon cattle, crops and homes. But, harshest: 

of all, was the time in New England when, from 1688 to 1692, 

“A WITCH.”


