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The dread of Indian attack was an ever-present terror, and for 
this no one was to blame save ‘the white men themsely es. From 

THE CLEARING. 

the very first day of discovery the red men and the 
white had failed to understand one another. Had 

Spaniard and Englishmen but met the Indians 
in the spirit of friendship, of justice and of 
helpfulness much blood and sorrow might have 

been avoided. But from the very first the In- 
dians learned to distrust the Europeans. The 
white man’s greed for gold and for land made 

him careless of the red man’s rights and more brutal even than 
the wild natives of the American forests; it made him mean and 

base and cruel and quickly turned the wonder and reverence of 
the Indian to hatred and the desire for revenge. 
When the Frenchmen came a-second time to Florida they found 

the pillar which they had set up to display the arms of France 
garlanded with flowers and made an object of Indian reverence ; 
when the Pilgrims huddled, half-famished, upon the Plymouth shore 
Samoset the Abneki walked in among 
them with his greeting “Welcome, Eng- 
lishmen!” and found for them food and 
friends; when Maqua-comen, chief of the 
-Paw-tux-ents, helped the Maryland colo- 
nists of 1634 to found a home he said: “I 

love the English so well, that if they 
should go about to kill me, if I had so 

much breath as to speak I would command 
my people not to revenge my death, for I 
know that they would do no such a thing 

except it were through my own fault.” 
But this early loving-kindness was short- 

  

ON THE WATCH. 

lived. The red and white races could not mingle peaceably when 
the white man wanted all that he could get and the red man loved, 

   


