
  

HOW THEY LIVED IN COLONIAL DAYS. G1 

wedding dinner of Master Jackson’s daughter.” Then thief and 
booty were alike pulled up the chimney, and of-the wedding turkey 
a stolen feast was made. ; 

Within the house the rooms were few, but the kitchen, with its 
huge fireplace, supplied with seats and settles, was at once kitchen, 
dining and living room; it was the center of the home life; its 
rough but strong home-made furniture, its wooden table-dishes and 
clumsy “ kitchen-things ” would be deemed by us of to-day as suited 
only to the hardest kind of “roughing it.” There were, of course, 
finer houses built as the years went by and the people prospered, 
but even the finest mansions had but few of what we now call con- 
veniences— few indeed of what we hold as necessities—and even the 

most highly-favored children of those early days endured privations 
that the boys and girls of our day would grumble at as unbearable. 

Porridge for breakfast, mush or hasty pudding for supper, with a ~ 
dinner of vegetables and but little meat at any time were the daily 
meals of our ancestors. Life in all the colonies was rough and 
simple, and though we of to-day who expect so much would find in 
it much to complain. of, it does not seem to have been altogether 
uncomfortable as the settlements grew and the fields became more 
productive, the crops more plentiful and the larder more bountifully 
supplied. Except in the cities— such as Boston, New York and 
Philadelphia, where English manners and English fashions gradually 
crept into the wealthier families— the wardrobes of parents and 
children were scanty and plain. They were usually of homespun 
stuff, for the whirring spinning-wheel was the best-used belonging 
of every household. Leather breeches and homespun jackets were 
worn by father and son, but on Sunday or at times of festivity and 
holiday, there was a display of lace ruffles and silver buckles and a 
certain amount of style and finery. The windmills ground the corn 
that the fertile farms produced; the post-rider galloped from town 

_ to town with news or messages; the roads were poor; the streets in 
the few towns were poorly paved and illy lighted; the field work


