
  

THE FIRST COL ONISTS, 55 

Salle the trader lived and labored, and, becoming pioneers, pushed 
westward, discovering the Ohio and the Mississippi Rivers and, by 
right of this discovery, establishing the claim of France to all the 
wide western country beyond oo Alleghanies. But all this vast 
section, as we shall see, from Gana to Louisiana, was finally 
secured from France by the power of England or the wisdom of 
the United States. 

The beginnings of -home-life in the New World which we have 
already noticed as the “first permanent settlements,” soon led to 
other attempts at colonization. The founding 
of Jamestown in Virginia in 1607 was followed 
by that. of Henrico and Bermuda in 1611 and 

of other “ plantation” settlements in 1616. In 
New England the struggling Plymouth colony 
of 1620 was followed by the settlements at 

Little Harbor (or Portsmouth) in New Hamp- 
shire in 1623, at Pemaquid near the mouth of 

' the Kennebec River in Maine in 1625, at Salem 

in Massachusetts in 1628, at Boston in 1630, 

at Providence in Rhode Island in 1636, and at 

Hartford and New Haven in Connecticut in 
1635 and 1638. The Dutch settlements at 
New Amsterdam (New York) and at Renselaerswyck (Albany) in 

1623 and at the Wallabout (Brooklyn) were the principal centers 

of Dutch. life, while at Philadelphia in 1682, at Port Royal and 

_ Charleston in South Carolina in 1670 and 1680 the Europeans broke 

ground for homes in a new and untried land. From these as cen- 

ters other towns were started and in 1700 the population of the 

Atlantic coast settlements extending from Pemaquid in Maine to 

Port Royal in South Carolina had reached upwards of two hundred 

thousand. During all these early years the colonists had but little 

- in common ; their life and labor were largely confined to the places 

in which they had come to make their homes, and a journey from 

 


