
    

      

SPAIN AND HER RIVALS. 35 

quarrelled with the Pope of Rome, and denying the right of the 
Pope to give away the new world to Spain, King Henry the Eighth 
and his daughter the famous Queen Elizabeth began to send their 

ships and fighting-men into the very regions that Spain had held 

so long—the West Indies and South American waters. Captain 
William Hawkins, his son, Captain John Hawkins, and the brave 
Sir Francis Drake were the most celebrated of these early English 
sea-captains who dared the might of Spain. They worried the 
Spaniards terribly; they stormed their forts, captured their ships 
and seized their stores of goods and merchandise, and by their 
daring and their audacity so enraged the Spaniards, that for over a 

hundred years the waters all about the West India Islands and the 
~ lands which were known as the Spanish Main, were the scene of 
bloody battles and cruel revenges. These old English- 

men were brave men though they were cruel fighters, 
as indeed were all men in those bloody times. Captain 

John Hawkins kept his ships together by these excel- 

lent directions: “Serve God daily ; love one another ; 

preserve your victuals; beware of fire; and keep good 

company.” And Sir Francis Drake, who was the first 

of Englishmen to discover the Pacific Ocean, and who in 

1578 made a famous voyage around the world, was so 

feared by the Spaniards against whom he fought con- 

tinually, that they called him “the English dragon.” 

Other noted Englishmen who made themselves famous in Ameri- 

, can discovery were Martin Frobisher who tried to find a way around 

America by sailing to the north; Sir Humphrey Gilbert who twice 

tried to make a settlement in North America and the story of 

whose shipwreck in the Swallow has been told in a beautiful poem 

by Longfellow ; Captain John Davis, whom you know in geography 

as the brave mariner for whom Davis’ Straits were named; and Sir 

Walter Raleigh who gave the knowledge of tobacco to the world 

and made the first English settlement in North America in 1587. 
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