
    

840 SPAIN AND HER RIVALS. 

appropriate everything generally finds that other people object to 

such an appropriation. Four hundred years ago the Pope of Rome 

was believed to be the head of the Christian world. To him kings 

and princes gave obedience and his word was law. When Portugal 

— by reason of her discoveries in Africa and Asia —and Spain, be- 
cause of what Columbus had found across the western seas, appealed 

to Rome for authority to possess the lands, the Pope drew a line on 

the map and said: “ All discoveries west of this line shall belong to 
Spain; all east of it shall belong to 
Portugal.” 

But there were other nations that 
objected to such a division. England, 

as we have seen, claimed the right to 
possess America because of Cabot’s dis- . 
covery in 1497, and France whose 
fishermen had for years sailed westward 

to the shallow places or “banks” off 
Newfoundland where codfish were to be 
caught, laid equal claim to the Ameri- 
can shores. For years they did not. 
openly dispute with Spain, for the ships 
and explorers of that nation kept to 

the south in their search for gold, while France kept to the north. 
Verrazano, in May, 1524, had landed near Portsmouth, N. H., and 

in 1537 Captain Jacques Cartier sailed up the St. Lawrence River 
as far as Montreal. Other French ships followed, and though Spain 
grumbled loudly and threatened all sorts of harsh things to France 
for thus sailing into “her territories,’ for a while nothing’ was 
done because Spain still held that the most valuable part of America 
was to the south where the gold mines lay. 

But now England awoke to the fact that Spain’s greediness must 
be stopped, and that some of the good things that were being found 
in America ought really to come to her. The king of Buglond 

  

    

  

        

 


