
  

   

    

SPAIN AND HER RIVALS. 33 

sailed with a French expedition into Narragansett Bay and New 

York harbor; in 1531 the cruel Pizarro with scarce a thousand men— 

overthrew the Inca civilization of Peru and conquered all that coast 

for Spain; in 1535 Jacques Cartier, a French navigator, explored the 

Gulf of St. Lawrence and set up the arms of France on the banks 

of the great river of that name; in 1535 the Spanish captain 

Mendoza with two thousand men conquered all the great silver 

country about the Rio de la Plata; in 1537 Cortés, sending an 
expedition north- _.. ward along the Pacific coast, dis- 

coveredtheregion #/ called California; in 1539 Fernando 

De Soto with ee a gallant army, landed in Florida for 

the conquest Ae, of all that country, and marched 

oe eee | ie westward to his death; in 1541 
Chile was conquered by Spanish 

troops and Orellana the advent- 
urer made the descent of the 

Amazon from its source to its 
mouth; in 1543 De Soto’s broken 

expedition came sadly back, a sorry 

fe remnant only, leaving its leader dead 
“beneath the waters of the great river he 

had discovered — the mighty Mississippi. 
It is a long and adventurous record, in which 

Spain bears almost all the glory, is it not? But 
so for fifty years ‘did Spanish ships and Spanish 

IN SIGHT OF MEXICO. soldiers “ the Conquistadores” or conquerors, as 
they were called, sail and march hither and 

thither, exploring and conquering, making a few settlements at im- 

portant points from which they might send home the riches they 
had collected, getting themselves hated by the red men whom 

they tortured and enslaved, and growing each year more and more 

greedy for the gold they never seemed able to get enough of. 

Whoever is greedy is certain to be disliked, for he who tries to 

   

  

     

         


