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made to obtain great stores of the precious metal. For this the 

ships sailed westward while the “ gentlemen-adventurers” thronged 

their decks; for this they coasted up and down the land, killing the 

trusting natives without pity, or turning 
them into slaves to help on their greedy 

Which way does the treasure lie? and the 

new comers could scarcely wait but would 

rush where even the slenderest eee 

pointed with the ery, “ Gold, gold!” upon 
their lips. 

  

But this restless hunt for gold gave the 
knowledge of new lands to the world. In. 1500, Captain Cabral 

the Portuguese navigator discovered the shores of Brazil; that 

same year, Nousende of miles to the north, the ie sailor 

Gaspar Cortereal landed: upon Labrador ; in 1508 Vincent Pinzon 

entered the Rio de La Plata and the Spanish gold- -hunters find- 

ing the Indians not hardy enough for work in the mines sent over 
ican negroes to take their places, and thus introduced into 

America the curse of negro slavery; in 1511 Diego 

Velasquez, with three hundred men, conquered the 

island of Cuba; in 1512 John Ponce de Leon, seek- 

ing for a magic fountain that, it was said, would 

make him young again, discovered Florida but not 
the magic spring; in 1518 Vasco Nunez de Balboa,. 

-still looking for the coveted gold, crossed the Isth- 

mus of Darien and discovered the Pacific Ocean; in 

1519 Hernando Cortés with five hundred and fifty 
men sailed to the conquest of Mexico and completed 

his bloody work in less than two years; in 1519 
Francisco de Garay explored the Gulf of Mexico; in 1520 Lucas de | 

Ayllon. explored the Carolina coast; in 1522 errands Magellan 
sailed around the world; ‘in 1524 the Italian captain Verrazano 

search. The first question on landing was: | 

   
  

DE SOTO. 

  

  
, 

| 

| 

 


