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COLUMBUS THE ADMIRAL. mi 25 

to the day of his death Columbus believed he had found the land 

he sought for. “Ihave gone to the Indies from Spain by travers- 

ing the ocean westwardly,’ were almost his last words. And 

although he made four voyages across the Atlantic, each time dis- 

covering new lands and seeing new people, he still believed that 

he. was only touching new and hitherto unknown islands off the 
eastern coast of Asia. 

And so for a while all the world believed. No conqueror ever 
received a more glorious reception on his home-coming than did 
Columbus, the admiral. He entered the city of Barcelona, where 
the king and queen waited to receive him, in a sort of triumphal 
procession. Flags streamed and trumpets blew; great crowds 
came out to meet him or lined the ways and shouted their 
welcome and enthusiasm as he rode along. Captive Indians, 

land were displayed in the procession and in a richly deco- 
rated pavilion, surrounded by their glittering court, King 
Ferdinand and Isabella the queen received the admiral, bid- 
ding him sit beside them and tell his wonderful story. 
Honors and privileges-were conferred upon him. He was 
called Don, he rode at the king’s bridle and was served and saluted 

  

as a grandee of Spain. 

Columbus, as has been said, made four voyages to America. But 
after the second voyage men began to understand that he had 
failed to find India. The riches and trade that he promised did not 
come to Spain and many an adventurer who had risked all for the 
greed of gold and the return he hoped to make became a beggar 
through failure and hated the great admiral through whom he 
expected to win mighty riches. Enemies were raised up against 
him; he was sent back from his third voyage a prisoner in disgrace 
and chains, and from his fourth voyage he came home to die. 

But neither failure nor disgrace could take away the glory from 
what he had accomplished. Gradually men learned to understand 

 


