
  

24 COLUMBUS THE ADMIRAL, 

faith: Columbus had overcome all odds. He had been despised 
and ridiculed, threatened and cast aside; he had gone from court 

to court in Europe vainly seeking aid for his enterprise ; and when, 

at last, this was cautiously given, he had braved the terrors of an 

unknown sea with three crazy little vessels and an unwilling com- 
pany of a hundred and twenty men. For days and days he had 
sailed westward seeing nothing, finding nothing, while his men 
sneered- and grumbled and plainly showed that, if they dared, 
they would gladly have flung their captain overboard and turned 
about for home. At last signs of land began to appear — vagrant 

seaweed and floating drift wood, land birds blown off the shore 
and warm breezes that almost smelled of field and forest. And 
then, one day, at midnight the admiral saw a moving light that 

_ told of life near by and finally in the early morning the cry of 
Land! from the watchful lookout, Rodrigo de Triana, a sailor on 
board the Nina, told that the end of the long waiting at last had 
come and that Cathay was found. 

It was on the morning of Friday the twelfth of October, 1492, 

that Columbus landed on the island of Guanahani and solemnly 
named the island “San Salvador.” The rich vegetation, the dark- 

_ skinned natives, the rude but glittering ornaments in their ears 
and on their arms alike strengthened his belief that his plans were 
all successful and that he had found the land of gold and spices he 
had sailed away to seek. He had promised to find the. Indies and 
because by sailing westward he had come upon what he supposed 
to be certain’ rich islands off the India coast these islands were 

called and have ever since been known as the West Indies, while 

the red natives who inhabited both the islands and the vast conti- 

nent beyond have ever since been called by the name the Spanish 
discoverers gave them — Indians. oe 

It was all a mistake. Columbus had sailed westward to find - 
‘India and had found a new world instead, a world that was to prove 
of greater value to mankind than ever India would or could. But 

 


