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mighty Colorado there exist remains of great houses covering large 

sections or perched away up in the crevices of mighty cliffs. These 

were occupied in the early days by races now called, for con- 

venience, the pueblo or house-builders and the cliff-dwellers. 

All these home-building people were, however, of the same race 

as the fierce and homeless savages who still hunted and slaughtered 

— in the forests of the East or on the prairies of the West. All were 

Americans coming from the same “parent stock.” Some of them, 

being brighter, more ambitious or more helpful than others, simply 

made the most of their opportunities and grew, even, into a rude 

kind of civilization. 

But while these advanced, the ober stood still. Here in the 

old American home-land was fought the fight that all the world 

has known — the conflict between ignorance and intelligence. The 

good and the bad, the workers and the drones, the wise ones and 
the wild ones here struggled for the mastery, a certain attempt at 

civilization which some had made went down in blood and conquest 

and so, gradually, out of the strife came those red-men of America 

that our ancestors, the discoverers and colonists from across the 

sea, found and fought with four centuries ago. 
Hunters require vast tracts of land to support them in anything 

approaching comfort; wars and tribal hostilities prevent rapid 

growth and there were, probably, never more than five or six 
hundred thousand of the red-men of North America living within 
the territory now occupied by the United States. They were of all 
classes, ranging from the lowest depths of savageness to the higher 
forms of barbarism; some were wild and some were wise; some 

were brutes and some were statesmen; some were as low in the 

social scale as the tramps and roughs of to-day; some as high (from 
the red-man’s standpoint) as are your own fathers and mothers seen 
from your standpoint to-day. 

The half-million red-men who Ren and occupied our United 
States four hundred years ago, though scattered over a vast area, 

 


