
  

  

AN EARLY AMERICAN. 

  

    

i4 THE NEW WORLD THAT WAS OLD, 

The more people mix with each other, you know, the more — 
friendly they become. In savage lands, to-day, tribes that are 
furious fighters against hostile tribes are linked together by some 
bond of Peay, ties and held by some sort of internal government. 

So it was with the early Americans. As soon as they had risen 
above the first brutal desire for eating and sleeping, they learned 

the difference between fighting for food and fighting for power; 
they saw that the skins of the animals they killed could be wrapped 
about them for shelter and that a sharpened stone was a better 

weapon than one that was simply flung at their . 

enemy or their game. From fighting with the 
beasts and with each other they began to band 
together for protection; then, those who lived 

in the more favored portions of the land grew 
a little more mindful of one another's wants; 

they made of themselves little communities in 
which fishing and hunting were the chief pur- 
‘suits, but where those who had the time and 
inclination began to fashion things of stone or 
clay to meet their needs. Bowls and mortars, 

- knives and arrow-heads were followed in time by bracelets and 

bands, vases and pipe-bowls. Still they progressed. The com- 

munities became tribes; some of them began to build houses, to 

make cloth, to do something more than simply to eat and nae: and 

sleep. 

To-day all over the middle Portion of the United States, from 

New York to Missouri, there are found great heaps of earth which 

wise men who have studied them say are the remains of the towns , 

and villages, the forts and temples, the homes and trading-places of 

the most civilized portion of the American people of two or three 

thousand years ago, and known for want of a better name under — 

the term “ mound-builders.” In the far Western plains and river - 
courses, in Arizona and New Mexico and along the banks of the.


