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Director’s Message
This spring the Harn
presents a marvelous
collection of modern and
contemporary art, mostly
by American artists, in our
three changing exhibition
galleries, in the Magoon
Garden and on the front grounds of the museum.
Paradigms and the Unexpected: Modern and
Contemporary Art from the Shey Collection offers visitors
the opportunity to see beautiful works by 75 artists
ranging from early modernist painters Arthur Dove and
Georgia O’Keeffe to contemporary sculptors Magdalena
Abakanowicz and Tom Otterness. George Segal’s
haunting multi-figure sculpture The Asian Picnic returns
to the S.F.I. Rotunda and George Rickey’s mesmerizing
kinetic sculpture Two Lines Down Eighteen Feet to the
lawn in front of the building where they have captivated
museum visitors on previous occasions. Certain other
works will be familiar to many Harn visitors because
the Sheys generously have made them available on
loan to the museum in the past, but the majority of the
works are on view at the Harn for the first time. We are
extremely grateful to the Sheys, dedicated collectors
and faithful friends of the museum, for sharing with
members and visitors to the Harn Museum of Art the
fruits of their great love for art, fascination with the
creative endeavors of artists and passion for beauty.
Please enjoy reviewing the successes of the last year in
our annual report for the 2006-2007 fiscal year, enclosed
in this publication. Join us in looking forward to another
year of growth and excellence.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Martin Nagy, Ph.D.
Director

Mark Your Calendar

For information about membership or any of the below
events contact Tracy Pfaff at 352.392.9826 x154 or email
tpfaff@harn.ufl.edu

Members’ pARTy
Saturday, February 9, 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Attend the next Members’ pARTy celebrating the
opening of the exhibition Paradigms and the Unexpected:
Modern and Contemporary Art from the Shey Collection.
Bring a friend! There will be a membership table for
those joining at the door.

Founders and Sustainers Reception
Sunday, March 2, 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Sustainer members and above will receive invitations
by mail. Upgrade your membership now to receive an
invitation.
top left, artwork in background: Dale Chihuly, Hermosa Pink with Blood Red Wrap
1996, lent by Stephen and Carol Shey
bottom left: Elmer Bischoff, Figures in a Room, 1957, lent by Stephen and Carol Shey
Photo : Randy Batista
below: Stephen De Staebler, Figure Column II, 2001, lent by Stephen and Carol Shey
Photo : Randy Batista

Featured Exhibition
Paradigms and the Unexpected: Modern and
Contemporary Art from the Shey Collection
February 10 – May 18, 2008

Highlighted Acquisition
By Dulce Román
Harn Museum Curator of Modern Art

Suzy Frelinghuysen, American, 1911 - 1988
Cubist Still Life
c. 1943, Oil and collage on board
Museum purchase, funds provided by the Caroline Julier
and James G. Richardson Art Acquisition Fund, with
additional funds provided by exchange, gift of Helen
Sawyer Farnsworth
2007.10
Suzy Frelinghuysen and her closest colleagues (Albert E.
Gallatin, Charles Shaw and her husband, George Morris)
formed a significant niche in American art by providing
an important alternative to the realist painting favored
in America during the 1930s and 1940s. Also known as
the “Park Avenue Cubists,” this group introduced the
American public to Cubism and the art of Pablo Picasso.
Frelinghuysen began producing Cubist collages in the
1930s, often incorporating fragments of newspapers or
opera librettos. Her playful appropriations of passages
from works by Picasso and other Cubists such as
Georges Braque and Juan Gris reveal a sophisticated
knowledge of abstract art and also inject an element
of wit.
In this Cubist still life, Frelinghuysen layered collage
elements with paint to represent a still life including a
wine glass, bottle and other objects set against a bright
blue background. The use of bold colors, such as the
bright blue and purple in this painting, was typical of her
work.
Acclaimed as a visual artist in the late 1930s and
throughout the 1940s, Frelinghuysen joined the Abstract
American Artists group soon after its founding in 1936
and participated in its annual exhibitions. Her artistic
production slowed down after 1947, however, when she
began a second career as a singer at the New York City
Opera. Throughout her dual career as artist and opera
singer, Frelinghuysen emphasized the correspondences
between the two, stating: “In painting, you’re concerned
with the arrangement of forms. On the stage, which is
your frame, you’re concerned with arranging yourself.
It’s like a picture, only, of course, you’re moving.”
right: Magdalena Abakanowicz, The Gigant, 2003, lent by Stephen and Carol Shey
Photo : Randy Batista, © Magdalena Abakanowicz, courtesy, Marlborough Gallery,
New York

This exhibition of 100 paintings, sculpture and
drawings by 75 internationally renowned 20thand 21st-century artists is drawn from the Florida
collection of Stephen and Carol Shey. Created mostly
by artists from the United States, these works reflect
the extraordinarily diverse and innovative trajectories
of the period. The exhibition is divided in two parts,
modern and contemporary, with some overlap
between the two to allow for shared affinities between
certain works.
The section devoted to modern art features 36
landscapes, cityscapes, still life, figural subjects and
pure abstractions representing important modernist
movements in American art such as Cubism,
Geometric Abstraction, Precisionism, Realism
and Regionalism. Featured are 27 artists including
Alexander Archipenko, Milton Avery, Thomas Hart
Benton, Charles Burchfield, Ralston Crawford, Stuart
Davis, Arthur Dove, Marsden Hartley, John Marin,
Georgia O’Keeffe, Charles Sheeler and Joseph Stella,
among others.
Contemporary works include 64 objects beginning
with the extraordinary innovations of Abstract
Expressionists working during the post-World War
II period. Other important artists represent Pop,
Minimalist and Post-Minimalist movements that
exerted an equally dynamic and world-wide influence.
Later works on view demonstrate the diverse and
innovative directions of artists working in the realm of
neo-expressionism. Featured are 48 artists including
Linda Benglis, Jim Dine, Barry Flanagan, Helen
Frankenthaler, Hans Hofmann, Al Held, Alex Katz,
Willem de Kooning, Sol LeWitt, Joan Mitchell, Robert
Motherwell, Ken Noland, George Segal, Frank Shapiro,
Frank Stella, Donald Sultan and Betty Woodman,
among others.
The exhibition is organized by the Harn Museum
and curated by former Harn Director Budd Bishop,
Harn Curator of Modern Art Dulce Román and Harn
Curator of Contemporary Art Kerry Oliver-Smith, all
of whom contribute to a 236-page catalogue. Made
possible by Shands at the University of Florida, The
C. Frederick and Aase B. Thompson Foundation,
Nathan S. Collier, S.F.I., Mercantile Bank and the John
Early Publications Endowment.

Support the Harn Museum
The Harn Museum of Art’s Florida Tomorrow campaign
goals comprise $30 million of the University of Florida’s
$1.2 billion capital campaign. Through its development
efforts during the years ahead, the Harn will strive to
achieve the goals so important to the museum’s mission.
The Harn Museum is focusing on four areas during the
Capital Campaign: support for museum professionals;
support for art acquisitions and collections care; support
for exhibitions, publications and programs; and support
for museum grounds and facilities. In this issue of
InForm I want to focus your attention to the first goal:
support for museum professionals.
A priority for the Harn Museum is to endow each of
its five curatorial positions. The Cofrin Curator of
Asian Art has been established as the first endowed
position at the Harn Museum. The Harn now seeks four
endowments of $1.5 million each to name positions of
the curators of African art, modern art, contemporary
art and photography. Curators are dedicated individuals
who represent the very heart of the work of the museum.
They conceive and organize the exhibitions that drive
the museum’s programming for public benefit. Their
work with the Harn’s collections extends scholarship
and collaboration throughout the University of Florida
community and beyond.
The Harn enjoys the support of the state for its staff
salaries. Endowments allow the Harn to enhance
these salaries by directing approximately 4 percent of
the spending base of the endowment to fund salary
enhancements as well as other facets of the curator’s
professional development. Membership in professional
organizations and travel to conferences and to meetings
with artists, collectors and colleagues is essential work
of succesful curators. In the case of a $1.5 million
endowment, approximately $60,000 annually will
be available. Furthermore, this annual endowment
spending can support the hiring of administrative staff
and research assistants and fund support for special
projects. Finally, there is an association of excellence
with endowed curatorial positions, which will further
place the Harn Museum of Art and its professional staff
in the company of excellence, and allow the Harn to be
competitive in the future.
If you have questions about how you can participate in
the Harn’s Capital Campaign, or want to know more
about how to support the work of Harn curators, please
contact me.
Phyllis DeLaney
Director of Development
pdelaney@harn.ufl.edu

Shop @
the Harn
Find the perfect Valentine’s
Day gift at the Harn
Store! Take home a scarf,
necklace, home decor or a
work by a local artist sure
to please even the pickiest
art lover on your list.

“I Love You”
Cartouche
This pendant spells “I love
you” in hieroglyphic script.
Offered in gold or silver.

Exhibition Catalogue
Check out our newest
exhibition catalogue,
which accompanies
Paradigms and the
Unexpected: Modern and
Contemporary Art from
the Shey Collection. This
236-page paperback
book includes an
essay by former Harn
Museum Director
Budd Bishop and artist
entries by Harn Curator
of Modern Art Dulce
Román and Harn
Curator of Contemporary Art Kerry Oliver-Smith.

Children’s Items
Browse through our many children’s items including
books, puzzles, games and activity sets. Below are
Dado Cubes by Fat Brain Toy Co., a great new twist on
building blocks.

Mission:
The Samuel P. Harn Museum of Art
promotes the power of the arts to
inspire and educate people and enrich
their lives. To this purpose the museum
builds and maintains exemplary art
collections and produces a wide variety
of challenging, innovative exhibitions
and stimulating educational programs.
As an integral part of the University of
Florida, the museum advances teaching
and research and serves as a catalyst
for creative engagement between
the university and diverse local, state,
national and international audiences.

Sponsored in part by the State
of Florida, Department of State,
Division of Cultural Affairs, the
Florida Arts Council, and the
National Endowment for the Arts.

352.392.9826
www.harn.ufl.edu
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