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UF geography alumna and meteorologist Stephanie Abrams is a familiar face on The Weather Channel, providing the nation’s 
forecasts on the cable network’s 24-hour weather coverage. Read more about Abrams’ budding career on page 11.

Neil S. Sullivan, Dean

Greetings from Turlington Plaza! I hope this issue of Alumni CLASnotes finds 
you well, especially for those of you here in Florida who endured a very intense hurricane 
season last fall. Though Hurricanes Frances and Jeanne were particularly rough in North 
Central Florida, our campus withstood the storms with only minimal damage and has 
quickly rebounded. For those of you who were not so fortunate, our thoughts are with you, 
and we hope you have been able to recover and rebuild.
 In the eye of the storm was our own Stephanie Abrams, who earned a bachelor’s degree 
in geography from UF in 1999, and is now an on-camera meteorologist for The Weather 
Channel. Abrams brought comfort, as well as live forecasts, to millions across the state while 
reporting in the midst of all five storms. I recently had the chance to meet Stephanie and, 
I must say, I am continually impressed by the caliber and dedication of the alumni we have 
produced.
 From top presidential advisor Charlie Black to forensic investigators Heather Walsh-
Haney and John Schultz, it is clear that our alumni do not settle for just making a career for 
themselves, they are working to make a difference in the world. Today, our college has no 
greater mission than to prepare our students for the increasingly interconnected world in 
which we all live and compete.
 We have many programs and initiatives in our college geared at making a difference 
for our students—African Studies, European Studies, the Center for the Humanities and 
the Public Sphere, the Land Use and Environmental Change Institute, the France-Florida 
Research Institute and the Paris Research Center—where students learn about the world and 
prepare for leadership roles in their careers.
 Your support in helping these programs continue to excel and making our students 
competitive in the world market is vital. We cannot compete with the top institutions with-
out your help, and aiming for anything but the top echelon does not do justice to the 
extraordinary quality of our students. They are wonderful ambassadors, and you can be 
proud of their achievements and activities around the world.
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y UF junior LaToya Edwards, 

a political science and 
public relations major, 
debates US domestic 
policy against Cedric 
Logan, a student at the 
University of Rochester. 
The event  was part of 
the National Student Vice 
Presidential Debate held 
at Case Western Reserve 
University, and was one 
of the activities surround-
ing the vice presidential 
debate between US Vice 
President Dick Cheney 
and opponent John 
Edwards on October 5.

UF was one of 15 universities asked to 
participate in the 2004 National Stu-
dent Vice Presidential Debate, which 
took place at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland, Ohio, the 
chosen venue of the Cheney-Edwards 
face-off, on the days leading up to the 
election’s only vice presidential debate. 
 “When we got the invitation, I 
knew it was a big deal,” says Kellie 
Roberts, UF Speech and Debate Team 
director. “But I didn’t realize how big 
until we arrived. We had no concept of 
how unique and special it was that we 
were invited.” 
 A delegation of five students was 
selected, including two members of the 
UF Speech and Debate Team—politi-
cal science and public relations junior 
LaToya Edwards and economics junior 
Scott Stewart. The other three campus 
leaders chosen to join the group were 
history and English senior Max Miller, 
a Truman Scholar; classics and finance 
senior Bryson Ridgway, president 
of the Student Senate; and religion 
senior Jamal Sowell, student body 
president.
 Upon arriving in Cleveland, the 
73 delegates from across the nation 
split into two political parties—Demo-
cratic and Republican, depending 
on personal preference. Each party 

elected a chair, press secretary and 
party secretary and formed four policy 
groups to prepare for debate on key 
issues—domestic policy, the economy, 
national security, and social issues. 
“When we arrived, our gators just took 
off,” Roberts says. “They sought out 
leadership positions immediately.”
 Ridgway was elected chair of 
the economic subcommittee for the 
Republican Party. On the Democratic 
side, the delegates elected Edwards 
chair of the subcommittee on domestic 
issues and Stewart secretary of the sub-
committee on the economy. During 
the live student debate on October 4, 
which was later televised on C-SPAN, 
Edwards and Miller represented their 
peers as two of eight debaters chosen to 
argue the views of their subcommittees 
during the actual debate. UF was the 
only university to have more than one 
student take part in the live debate. 
Edwards debated for the Democrats 
on domestic issues and Miller for the 
same party on social issues. CNN’s 
Judy Woodruff, in front of an audi-
ence of 500, moderated the 90-min-
ute event.
 Though the National Student 
Vice Presidential Debate is now his-
tory, the UF delegation says it will not 
soon forget the experience. “I will take 

The vice presidential debate between incumbent Dick Cheney and 
Senator John Edwards in October is now campaign history. But for 
a few UF students who got to take part in the event, it continues to 
have an impact on their lives. away great memories and a better understanding of 

both sides of the political spectrum’s ideology,” says 
Ridgway. For Edwards, the event was a great network-
ing opportunity. “I have now made connections with 
the future movers and shakers of my generation,” 
she says. “They were all so impressive, insightful and 
energized about politics. I know many of them will 
run for office, and when they do, I will gladly vote 
for them.”
 According to Roberts, many of today’s success-
ful politicians, lawyers, journalists and entertain-
ers first learned how to make arguments and give 
speeches on their college debate teams, including 
former US Senators Bob Graham and George 
Smathers, who both served on the UF Speech and 
Debate Team. 
 Roberts has coached the team for the past 17 
years. In the late 1940s, Dallas Dickey—father of  
former UF football player and coach Doug Dickey—
served as UF debate coach and has since had a  
scholarship established in his honor. The A.A. 
Hopkins Scholarship, in honor of a former speech 
instructor, also has been created to support the 
team, but since neither fund has reached the endow-
ment level, no scholarships have actually been 
awarded. 
 “Many programs in the Southeast have major 
scholarships for their debate students and very large 
travel budgets,” Roberts says. “We are working with 
our alumni in hopes of providing scholarships in the 
future.” 
 Those interested in supporting the UF Speech 
and Debate Team should contact Mary Matlock, 
CLAS associate director of development, at  
mmatlock@uff.ufl.edu or (352) 392-5412.

—Buffy Lockette
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When zoologists Tamatha Barbeau and Greg Pryor 
began their job search for tenure-track faculty 
positions in the same departments at the same 
colleges a year and a half ago, they were called 
naïve, unrealistic and out-of-touch. “As a married 
couple, our quest to find two faculty positions in 
the same department seemed to many like a pipe 
dream,” Greg says. “We are thrilled that the pipe 
dream has become a reality—we have both landed 
positions as assistant professors of biology.”
 But Tamatha and Greg realize their good for-
tune is not typical, or easily acquired. For many 
PhD students at UF who find their soul mate gaz-
ing across a research lab, starting a life together 
after graduate school can prove to be a very trying 
process. 
 Laura Sirot, who received her PhD in zool-
ogy in December, and spouse Peter Piermarini, 
who received his in May 2002, married in 2003 
and spent much of their first year of marriage liv-
ing apart, while she finished her PhD research in 
Gainesville and he started a post-doctoral fellow-
ship at Yale University in New Haven, Connecti-
cut. Though they were able to live together briefly 
in 2004 while Laura wrote her dissertation, they 
are now separated for another year while Peter 
continues his work at Yale and Laura begins a 
post-doctoral fellowship at Cornell University in 
Ithaca, New York. 
 “Many people have asked me why I don’t 
find a position in New Haven where Pete has his 
position,” Laura says. “I thought about this for a 
while, but I found a person with whom I am really 
interested in working at Cornell and secured a 
position there. Both Pete and I think that it would 
be better for our relationship if we both pursue 
what makes us happy.”
 Sacrifices like these have become common to 

couples in the academic career field. “The oppor-
tunities for two spouses in the same general dis-
cipline are extremely limited,” says Craig Osen-
berg, a zoology professor who is married to fellow 
faculty member Colette St. Mary. “As a result, 
compromise is almost always necessary. Making it 
work takes an incredible amount of goodwill and 
mutual respect, to say nothing of forward-think-
ing departments and administrators who are will-
ing to find creative ways to accommodate these 
couples.” 
 For Tamatha and Greg, it was a question of 
being taken seriously as scientists, since neither 
wanted to be labeled as the “trailing spouse”—the 
one hired by a university in order to get the other 
person on the faculty. “When we applied for jobs, 
we did not put anywhere in the applications that 
we were married, and we didn’t apply for the same 
positions,” Greg says. And Tamatha adds, “We 
wanted to be sure that any offer was made on our 
merit, not on the basis of our marital status. We 
wanted to both be wanted—I didn’t want to be the 
dinghy on someone else’s yacht.”
 The couple, which met while working at a 
veterinary clinic in upstate New York, came to UF 
in 1996 when Greg was accepted into the zoology 
PhD program. A year later, Tamatha beat the odds 
by being admitted into the same program. When 
Greg graduated in summer 2003, he took an 
adjunct professor position at UF to give Tamatha 
time to finish her dissertation. When they started 
applying for jobs in August 2003, their search was 
further complicated by the fact that Tamatha had 
not yet defended her dissertation.
 The Chronicle of Higher Education, intrigued by the 
couple’s story, picked them out of 400 applicants 
to write columns for its job search diary program 
in 2004. The couple wrote three columns for the 
academic publication, expressing their desire for 
a dual appointment at the same university, pref-

Built in 1854, the Sea-
horse Key Lighthouse 
was constructed on 
the highest Pleistocene 
dune in the Gulf. It is 
now under the care 
of the UF zoology 
department and serves 
as living quarters for 
researchers utilizing the 
Seahorse Key Marine 
Laboratory. 

when the phd ends,
the search begins
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Married zoologists Greg Pryor and Tamatha 
Barbeau have struggled to find jobs together in 
academia after earning their PhDs at UF. 

continued on page 14

job hunting for two
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The island of Seahorse Key, Florida 
has been home to an interesting mix 
of inhabitants over the years, from 
Seminole prisoners to Civil War sol-
diers. But in recent times, it has gone 
to the birds...and the snakes and the 
horseshoe crabs. Located off the shore 
of Cedar Key, about a 20-minute boat 
ride from the town’s popular ocean-
front boardwalk, the serene island par-
adise is uninhabited by humans, with 
the exception of researchers and edu-

cators using the University of Florida 
Seahorse Key Marine Laboratory. 
 “It is a magical place,” says Zoology 
Professor Jane Brockmann, who has 
been studying the island’s horseshoe 
crab populations since 1989. “One of 
the things that makes the lab useful is, 
since the island is a wildlife refuge, we 
can study the behavior of a species and 
know that it has not been disturbed.”
 Part of the Cedar Keys National 
Wildlife Refuge, Seahorse Key serves 
as a safe haven for more than 100 dif-
ferent species of birds. A long-term 
agreement between UF and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service allows the uni-
versity to conduct programs associated 
with its 50-year-old marine lab on the 
island. In exchange, UF helps preserve 
the island and maintain its historic 
lighthouse, which celebrated its 150th 
anniversary in August 2004. 
 “People can come out here and 
study raw nature—from the marine sci-
ences to coastal and estuarine ecology,” 
says Harvey Lillywhite, a zoology pro-
fessor and director of the Seahorse Key 
Marine Laboratory since 1998.
 With the approval of Lillywhite 
and the US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
researchers from across campus and 
other institutions worldwide come 
to study wildlife on the key and in its 
surrounding waters. In addition to 
the island’s bird population, scientists 
have access to hundreds of species of 
organisms, including snakes, numerous 
fishes and marine invertebrates, and 
terrestrial and marine plants. 
 According to the Cedar Key 
Historical Society, the Seahorse Key 
Lighthouse was built in 1854 and was 
based on a unique design by Lieuten-
ant George Meade, who later became 
a famed American Civil War general, 
leading the Union Army in the Battle 
of Gettysburg. The island of Seahorse 

Key had already been established as an 
American military reservation in 1841 
and was used to detain Seminole pris-
oners after the Second Florida/Semi-
nole War. During the Civil War north-
ern troops captured the island and used 
it as a cantonment where confederate 
soldiers were imprisoned.
 The facilities at the Seahorse 
Key laboratory are used by numerous 
departments at UF, including zool-
ogy, botany, environmental and coastal 
engineering, veterinary medicine, 
environmental chemistry, mathemat-
ics and entomology. Though the lab 
is administered by the Department 
of Zoology, any legitimate educa-
tor or researcher can use the site and 
its facilities. Numerous outreach and 
environmental education agencies and 
organizations also bring groups to visit 
Seahorse Key, including the Audubon 
Society, Florida Museum of National 
History, area schools and teacher-
training institutes. Boy Scouts and Girl 
Scouts groups also occasionally tour the 
island. 
 “The influence on young people 
is very important,” says Lillywhite. “So 
many students, when they are young, go 
to a field station for the first time and 
they always remember it. The experi-
ence helps them to make career deci-
sions, encourages stewardship, and is 
something they carry with them for the 
rest of their lives.”
 If you would like to visit Seahorse 
Key, an open lighthouse event is held 
each year in October, usually coincid-
ing with the Annual Cedar Key Sea-
food Festival. For more information 
on the open house or to schedule a 
research or educational visit, contact 
Harvey Lillywhite at hbl@zoo.ufl.edu or 
(352) 392-1101.

—Buffy Lockette

seahorse key provides pristine research area

an island wilderness
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“We began a mass search to find the 
right presenters, looking throughout 
Europe and America,” Botting says. “We 
were looking for presenters who had an 
adventurous spirit, were well respected in 
their field, and had the ability to convey 
complex ideas in a way the audience can 
understand.”
 Based on the recommendations of 
Pound Lab director Anthony Falsetti, Bot-
ting selected two forensic scientists who 
both got their start at UF—anthropology 

PhD candidate Heather Walsh-Haney and 
University of Central Florida Assistant 
Professor John Schultz, who received his 
PhD in anthropology from UF in 2003. 
The two have traveled to remote locations 
and used cutting-edge forensic science to 
unwrap clues about some of the world’s 
most intriguing mummies. The show pre-
miered on December 7 and will continue 
throughout March, with a new episode 
airing each Tuesday night at 8 pm on the 
cable network. 

 Walsh-Haney presents her work in 
four shows, including her examinations 
of an Iron Age warrior and Egyptian 
mummies, while Schultz is in nine shows, 
examining 1879 War of the Pacific soldiers 
and a mummy discovered in the Andean 
foothills of Peru. Both have signed a con-
tract for four more seasons with the Dis-
covery Channel and plan to continue with 
the show if it is picked up again next year. 
 “It has been a fantastic experience 
because I have been able to look at skel-
etonized remains that I would never have 
had the chance to see this early in my 
career,” Walsh-Haney says. As for Schultz, 
“For me it was nice because, as a forensic 
anthropologist, I am usually looking at 
modern remains, and this gave me the 
chance to look at older remains.” 
 Working closely with local law 
enforcement and the government, foren-
sic anthropologists are experts in skeletal 
remains and often help solve crimes and 

forensics
unwrapped

MUMMy 
INVESTIGATORS 

SOLVE ThE 
ULTIMATE 

COLD CASE 
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When television producer Kate Botting started putting 
together a new series for the Discovery Channel, Mummy 
Autopsy, in late 200�, and needed to recruit five scientists to 
co-host the program, one of the first places she looked was 
the University of Florida’s C.A. Pound Human Identification 
Laboratory. Established in 1991, the lab is recognized as one 
of the top training grounds for forensic anthropologists in 
the world. 

UF anthropology PhD candidate 
heather Walsh-haney examines 
a 3,500-year-old sarcophagus on 
location in the National Museum 
of Scotland in Edinburgh for the 
Discovery Channel’s Mummy 
Autopsy.
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identify individuals who died in mass 
disasters, wars, homicides, suicides or 
accidents. As one of the busiest forensic 
anthropology laboratories in the US, the 
Pound Lab handles between 100–120 
cases annually, working with 24 medical 
examiners in Florida, and agencies in New 
York, Georgia, Texas and Alabama. 
 Undergraduates interested in becom-
ing forensic anthropologists usually major 
in psychology, anthropology or biology 
and then, if admitted into graduate school 
at UF, they can pursue an MS and PhD 
in anthropology, with a focus in foren-
sics. According to Allan Burns, former 
chair of anthropology and current CLAS 
associate dean for faculty affairs, roughly 
one-third to one-half of UF anthropology 
undergraduates are interested in becom-
ing forensic anthropologists, though the 
department is only able to accept one or 
two new forensic anthropology graduate 
students each year.
 “This field is hot right now, with 
shows like CSI and Patricia Cornwell novels 
the popular interest has greatly increased,” 
Burns says. “I think the newfound interest 
in forensics also reflects a change in stu-
dents’ worldview. Forensic anthropology 
is a place where you can use very hard sci-
ences—like DNA work and chemistry—and 
have a very applicable social impact. 
Today’s students are 
bringing a broader skill 
set to the university, 
and forensic anthro-
pology allows students 
with a very strong sci-
ence background to 
use molecular biology 
to solve crimes and 
human rights cases.”
 As evidenced on 
Mummy Autopsy, forensic 
anthropologists can 
even help solve myster-
ies hundreds of years 
old. In the 1990s, 
experts from the Pound 
Lab were invited by the 
Russian government 
to serve on the team of 
international scientists 
that positively identi-

fied the newfound remains of the Russian 
Imperial family, the Romanovs, executed 
by Bolsheviks in 1918. Founding Pound 
Lab Director William Maples and Falsetti 
were able to identify the remains of Rus-
sia’s last tsar, Nicholas II, as well as those 
of his wife Alexandra, their older daugh-
ters Olga and Tatiana, the family doctor 
and three servants. Two bodies were miss-
ing—the young prince, Alexei, and one of 
the two younger daughters, Anastasia or 
Maria. Though the remains of one of the 
two younger princesses were discovered in 
the mass family grave, it is widely disputed 
whether they were those of Maria or the 
legendary Anastasia. 
 Connie Mulligan, a biological 
anthropologist in the Department of 
Anthropology and associate director of 
UF’s Genetics Institute, was recently 
commissioned by the Hispanic television 
network Univision to determine whether 
the 24-year-old remains of a Colombian 
woman were those of Maria. By compar-
ing DNA evidence of the living daughter 
of the woman who had claimed in life to 
be the missing Maria Romanov to samples 
recovered from Empress Alexandra, Mul-
ligan was able to debunk the Colombian 
family’s claims. She was interviewed on 
the Univision newsmagazine, Primer Impacto, 
which aired in late November. 

 Researchers from the Pound Lab 
have also helped identify victims from the 
September 11 terrorist attack on the World 
Trade Center, as well as in the airplane 
crash of ValuJet flight 592 that went down 
in the Florida Everglades in 1996. When 
dealing with such heartbreaking cases, 
Walsh-Haney says it helps to debrief with 
co-workers. 
 “Unfortunately, we deal on a smaller 
scale with that kind of human tragedy 
every day,” she says. “There is a banter 
that exists between us that keeps everyone 
going—we know that we are helping this 
person and bringing them justice. Part 
of living is dying, and since we will always 
have people who die before their time, we 
will always need people to investigate it.”

—Buffy Lockette

University of Central Florida anthropologist 
John Schultz, who received his PhD from 
UF in 2003, examines a femur bone in 
Wyoming in front of the camera.
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“Forensic anthropology is a 

place where you can use very 

hard sciences—like DNA work 

and chemistry—and have a very 

applicable social impact.”

—Allan Burns
Anthropology Professor

�



CLAS Welcomes New 
Associate Deans
Anthropology Professor Allan Burns is the new 
CLAS associate dean for faculty affairs, succeeding 
Criminology and Sociology Professor Ron Akers. 
Burns had served as chair of the anthropology depart-
ment since 1998 and is an affiliate faculty member with 
the Program in Linguistics and the Center for Latin Ameri-
can Studies. 
 Burns received his BS in sociology from Iowa State University in 

1968 and his MA and PhD from the University of Wash-
ington in anthropology in 1970 and 1973. He came to 
UF in 1977, and his research has focused on the Mayan 
language and culture in the Yucatán region of Mexico, 
Chiapas, Guatemala, El Salvador, and among Guatemalan 
refugees in Florida. 
 He is the director of the Yucatán program at UF, 
which sponsors a six-week summer study abroad experi-
ence for undergraduate and graduate students in Merida, 

Mexico at the Universidad Autonóma de Yucatún.

Angel Kwolek-Folland is the new CLAS Associate Dean for Centers, Institutes 
and International Affairs. This new half-time posi-
tion includes oversight of the college’s interdisciplinary 
research institutes and centers, the International Com-
mittee, agreements with other institutions outside the 
United States, and liaison with UF’s International Cen-
ter on issues of interest to the college.
 Kwolek-Folland first came to UF in 2000 to 
assume the directorship of the Center for Women’s 
Studies and Gender Research. She earned her PhD in 
women’s history from the University of Minnesota in 1987, and before coming 
to UF taught at the University of Kansas for 13 years.
 She teaches courses in history and women’s studies. Her research focuses 
on US women’s history, women’s labor and business history, gender studies and 
material culture studies. Currently, she is researching international dimensions 
of contemporary gender rights categories, particularly sexual rights.

around
collegeThe

The National Endowment for the Humanities 
has awarded Assistant Professor of Women’s 
Studies Trysh Travis a 12-month fellowship. 
Travis will use the $40,000 award to complete 
her book, The Persistence of Sentiment: Contemporary 
American Literature and the Culture of 12-Step Recovery, a 
work of interdisciplinary literary history focused 
on the print culture of the 12-step recovery 
movement, which began with the founding 
of Alcoholics Anonymous in 1935. It traces 
the development of the program and explores 
the material and intellectual influence of the 
recovery movement on contemporary literary 
culture.

 “As academics, we publish books and 
articles for each other, and then wonder why 
the public is skeptical of our ambitions and the 
legislature wants to cut our funding. I hope to 
write a book that, I think, the average person 
will want to read and will be able to under-
stand—one that makes a contribution to the cul-
ture at large, not just to scholarly knowledge.” 
 Travis received her PhD in American 
studies from Yale University and specializes in 
20th-century American reading and publishing 
history. She joined UF in 2004. Travis received 
one of 193 fellowships this year out of 1,470 
applications, a success rate of 13 percent. 

NEH Fellowship Funds Literary History
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Faculty Receive 
FBK Awards
During the UF homecoming festivities in Novem-
ber, three CLAS professors were honored for their 
outstanding service and dedication to the university 
with a 2004 Distinguished Faculty Award from 
Florida Blue Key. Psychology Professor Brian 
Iwata, History Professor Angel Kwolek-Folland 
and Chemistry Professor Martin Vala were three of 
four faculty members chosen from across campus to 
receive the honor. 
 The winners were recognized at the 75th 
Annual Homecoming Banquet, the highlight of 
which was an appearance by former US Senator 
Bob Graham (BA, History, 1959). They also were 
honored at a special event, Education Celebration, 
designed specifically to thank distinguished faculty 
for their hard work throughout the year, and had 
the opportunity to ride in the homecoming parade. 
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Collecting Latin America on Film: The film collections of the 
George Smathers Library have received a big boost thanks to the pioneering efforts 
of Sociology Professor hernán Vera. Armed with a $40,000 grant from the UF Office of 
Research and Graduate Programs, CLAS and the Center for Latin American Studies, Vera 
has assembled the university’s first Latin American feature film collection to enhance the 
research and educational experiences of faculty and students. Comprised of nearly 1,200 
titles on VHS and DVD, the collection contains classic Latin American films dating back to 
the 1920s, as well as contemporary selections. The new collection is unique because half 
of its contents are films that have never before been imported into the US. Due to the 
scarcity of Latin American films in the US, Vera traveled to Mexico and Chile to acquire 
the bulk of the collection. One of the jewels of the collection is an assortment of 22 films 
by Mario Moreno, better known as Cantinflas, the Mexican comedian who starred in the 
original version of Around the World in �0 Days. 

Fulbrights Awarded  
to CLAS Students
Six CLAS students have been named 2004–2005 
Fulbright Scholars by the Institute of International 
Education. Sponsored by the US Department of 
State, the Fulbright US Student Program offers 
opportunities for recent college graduates, post-
graduate candidates and developing professionals 
and artists to conduct career-launching study and 
research abroad. A total of 10 students were chosen 
from across campus for their outstanding academic 
performance, record of community service and 
interest in international scholarship.
 Listed below is each scholar in the college, the 
country they will study in, and the department in 
which they either earned their degree or currently 
are enrolled as a graduate student. 
 Karen Harmel, Ireland, political science; 
Stephen Marr, Botswana, political science; Paula 
Paoli, Honduras, anthropology and political sci-
ence; Samuel Pierce, Spain, history; Jonathan 
Smith, Japan, African and Asian languages and lit-
eratures; Bryan Williams, Brazil, political science.

Department of Homeland 
Security Awards Scholarship
The US Department of Homeland Security has awarded a full tuition schol-
arship to Andrew Hoffman, a senior double-majoring in psychology and 
English, through its Scholars and Fellows Program. The program was start-
ed in 2003 to support the development and mentoring of the next genera-
tion of scientists as they study ways to prevent terrorist attacks within the US. 
 Hoffman is one of 105 college students who will receive a tuition 
voucher and stipend, and he will work as a summer intern at an approved 
research facility. He is the past president of the CLAS Student Council and 
is a Student Government senator.

Innovative Researchers 
Named APS Fellows
Three UF scientists have been named fellows of the 
American Physical Society. Physicists Paul Avery 
and Peter Hirschfeld and chemist Frank Harris 
each were elected for their original research and 
innovative contributions in applying physics to sci-
ence and technology. 
 Avery was noted for his leadership in devel-
oping grid-computing resources for high-energy 
physics and other sciences. Hirschfeld was cited 
for his distinguished contributions to the theory 
of disordered unconventional superconductors 
that helped identify d-wave pairs. Harris is a mem-
ber of UF’s Quantum Theory Project, a group 
of researchers based in the chemistry and physics 
departments. His contributions over a 50-year 
period in developing methods of electronic struc-
ture computation for atoms, molecules and solids 
were honored. 
 No more than one-half of one percent of the 
society’s total membership is selected for fellowship 
status each year.
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high school then, but he was drawn to the 
rough-and-tumble realm of national politics. 
“I always liked campaigns and the competi-
tion of working one,” he says. 
 His time at UF in the 1960s coincided 
with the heyday of student activism, when 

students rallied for civil rights and against the 
Vietnam War. Campus conservatives were in 

the minority, but Black was active in the Young 
Republicans and served as the state chairman of 
Young Americans for Freedom, a conservative 
group. “It wasn’t Berkeley,” Black says, referring 
to the California hub of the counterculture move-
ment. “But as far as a Southern school goes, noth-
ing really compared to what was going on at UF.” 
Though the university’s clashes were mild compared 
to the dissent ripping across other campuses, Black 
says there was “a lot of healthy debate about the 
war.”
 After graduating with his BA in 1969, Black 
earned a law degree at American University in 
Washington, DC. The newly minted lawyer went to 
work on Reagan’s unsuccessful 1976 bid to wrest the 
Republican presidential nomination from Gerald 
Ford, and then on the late president’s landslide 
1980 and 1984 White House victories.
 For a time, he was the chief spokesman for the 
Republican National Committee. During the 1992 
race—a three-way brawl between the elder Bush, Bill 
Clinton and Ross Perot—Black, a spokesman and 
strategist for the Republican campaign, was a famil-
iar presence on political talk shows and nightly news 
broadcasts. During the heated 2004 race for the 
White House, Black was pressed into service again, 
offering the president advice on how to win a sec-
ond term. On Election Day, Black conferred with 
other advisers before a bank of televisions, working 
the phones to ensure the numbers tipped in the 
president’s favor. “It was a tremendous accomplish-
ment for George W. Bush considering everything he 
had working against him,” Black says. “Since 9/11, 

people realize the government’s role in nation-
al security and homeland security affects 

their lives.”
 Talk about the 2008 presiden-
tial race already has begun, but Black 
says there is no chance he will run for 
office. He says he is content in his 
behind-the-scenes role. “I feel the 
best way I can serve is by helping to 
elect the right people to public office.”

—Warren Kagarise

alumnispotlight
As a political  
science student at UF in 19��, Charlie Black had 
an impossible mission: Do everything to help 
Republican presidential candidate Richard Nixon 
carry Alachua County, a Democratic stronghold. 
Nixon won the White House, but not with the 
help of Alachua County voters. 

Black was not deterred by this minor setback. “We were outnumbered,” he 
says. Working for the Nixon campaign was one of the first steps Black took into 
the political arena. These days, he is the chairman of BKSH & Associates, a 
government relations and public affairs firm based in Washington, DC. But 
he moonlights as an informal political adviser to President George W. Bush 
a n d once served as a counselor to Presidents Ronald Reagan 

and George H.W. Bush. In private, Black says, the 
president has a better sense of humor than he lets 
on, and his personality is more like his mother, 

former first lady Barbara Bush. His presidency, 
Black says, more resembles the Reagan model 
than his father’s.

 Black’s interest in politics first arose 
during the 1964 presidential race, when 

Barry Goldwater unsuccessfully chal-
lenged Lyndon B. Johnson for the 

presidency. Black was a 
senior in 

Charlie Black talks 
about his years at UF 
at the third annual 
CLAS Outstand-
ing Alumni Awards 
Brunch, held during 

homecoming weekend 
in November. Black, who cam-

paigned for Republican candidates 
while a UF student, earned a law degree at 

American University and then began working on 
campaigns at the national level. He has served as an 

adviser to Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush and 
is currently an informal political adviser to President George W. Bush. 
He described the 2004 presidential contest as “nerve-wracking” and a 
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Abrams became unforgettable to 
millions of viewers during August 
and September as she crossed the 
state of Florida several times to cover 
five major storms. The 1999 geog-
raphy graduate has worked at cable 
television’s only national all-weather 
network, The Weather Channel 
(TWC), since June 2003, but some 
of her most electrifying live television 
coverage started when Tropical Storm 
Bonnie hit the Florida panhandle 
in August 2004. “You have to love 
what you do, and that’s true for me,” 
says Abrams. “Even though I wasn’t 
getting a lot of sleep and eating only 
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, it 
didn’t seem like work to me.”
 Weather-related phenom-
ena have always interested Abrams, 
and she says her father shares this 
intrigue, having taken the family to 
Europe and Hawaii to view eclipses. 
Abrams grew up in Wellington, 
Florida, near West Palm Beach, and 
when she came to UF as a fresh-
man, she knew she enjoyed science 
and mathematics but was not sure 
what career path to choose. She soon 
realized meteorology was a perfect 

fit. “I didn’t want to be on televi-
sion and just forecast the weather. I 
wanted to learn the physics and math 
behind what was happening so I could 
explain how the weather works and 
how it affects everyone’s daily lives. I 
chose geography since it encompasses 
elements related to weather and cli-
mate.” 
 Abrams took several classes with 
Geography Professor Peter Waylen, 
who describes Abrams as one of his 
most curious students. “She vis-
ited during my office hours all the 
time, always inquisitive and sharp,” 
says Waylen. “In fact, we should ask 
Stephanie which she enjoys more—
reporting in 60 mile per hour winds 
and rain and dodging flying alumi-
num siding—or taking one of my sta-
tistics exams.”
 After earning a bachelor’s degree 
in meteorology from Florida State 
University in 2002, she became 
the morning show meteorologist at 
WTXL, the ABC affiliate in Tallahas-
see, before landing her job at TWC 
in June 2003. Abrams is a member 
of the American Meteorology Society 
and served as president of the North 

Florida chapter 
from 2002– 
2003.
      During her 
coverage in the 
field, a camera 
crew and producer 
join Abrams. She 
says TWC insists 
on safety first and 

When Hurricane Jeanne was pounding Florida’s 
coastline last September, Weather Channel mete-
orologist and UF alumna Stephanie Abrams was 
literally in the eye of the storm. “I can remember 
the exact time, 12:20 am,” says Abrams. “I was 
standing outside our hotel in Port St. Lucie giving 
a live report and looked up and saw the moon 
shining through the clouds as the eye was passing 
over us. It was an amazing sight I’ll never forget.”
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Meteorologist Stephanie Abrams has 
traded her rain poncho and galoshes for 
a winter coat, gloves, hat, scarves and 
heat sticks in her boots to cover the 
nation’s winter storms recently. “Grow-

ing up in South Florida, I’m a wimp 
when it comes to cold weather,” 
she says. So far this season, 
Abrams has covered the ice 
and snowstorms in New 
York and Atlanta, where The 
Weather Channel is based.

will often tell the group to get inside if conditions become 
too hazardous. “They never put us in danger. If the electric-
ity is out, we can’t see the latest radar images, so they tell us 
to get back inside before it gets too bad.” Abrams recounts 
a moment during Hurricane Jeanne when she realized just 
how powerful and perilous winds can be. “We were in the 
hotel room and had the sliding glass door cracked about 
an half an inch so the satellite truck cables outside could 
be plugged in, and I heard this strange noise and realized a 
small nail had actually flown in that tiny opening.” 
 In November, Abrams enjoyed some warm, sunny 
Gainesville weather when she returned to UF to speak at the 
Fall Convocation ceremony, organized by CLAS. The event, 
originally scheduled for September, was postponed due to 
Hurricane Jeanne. Abrams’ talk, “Weathering College and 
Storming Into the Real World,” was the keynote address at 
the ceremony honoring outstanding UF undergraduates. “I 
love coming back to campus. Even though I do have a degree 
from that ‘other’ university in Florida, in my heart, I’ll 
always be a Gator!”

—Allyson A. Beutke
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1942
Charles D. Sher-
man, Jr. (BS, Chem-
istry) was one of four 
recipients of the 2005 
Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine’s Dis-
tinguished Medical 
Alumnus Award. Since 
its creation in 1981, 50 
outstanding members 
of the Johns Hopkins 
medicine family have 
been honored. Sher-
man earned his doctor 
of medicine degree in 
1945 from Johns Hop-
kins.

1957
Stuart D. Scott (BA, 
Anthropology) has pub-
lished a true historical 
narrative, To the Outskirts of 
Habitable Creation: Americans 
and Canadians Transported to 
Tasmania in the 1840s. The 
book chronicles the fate 

of men who were sent 
to a Tasmanian penal 
colony after staging 
an ill-fated revolution 
against British rule in 
1837 Canada. 
 Scott also earned 
an MA from the Uni-
versity of Arizona in 
1959 and a PhD in 
1963. He began teach-
ing in 1964 in the 
anthropology depart-
ment of the State Uni-
versity of New York at 
Buffalo, from where he 
retired in 1997.

1969
Ouida Crozier (BA, 
Psychology) is celebrat-
ing a decade as the 
Coordinator for Diver-
sity for the Minnesota 
Department of Human 
Services. She has 
received two achieve-
ment awards for her 
work. Before joining 

the office, she worked as 
a computer program-
mer in several state 
information manage-
ment systems. She also 
was licensed as a psy-
chologist in Minnesota 
for 14 years and had a 
private practice during 
most of that time. 

1972
Kitty (Morgan) Sim-
mons (BA, Library Sci-
ence) has been appoint-
ed library director at 
La Sierra University 
Library in Riverside, 
California, after having 
served as interim direc-
tor since January 2003. 
She has worked as a 
librarian for 30 years at 
the university, chairing 
the library’s technical 
services department 
since 1976.

1976
C. Herbert Gillil-
and (PhD, English; 
MA, Speech, 1965; 
BA, English, 1964) 
has received the John 
Lyman Award from 
the National Associa-
tion for Oceanic His-
tory for his recently 
published book, Voy-
age to a Thousand Cares: 
Master’s Mate Lawrence 
with the African Squadron 
1844–1846. He is an 
English professor at 
the US Naval Acad-
emy in Annapolis, 
Maryland.

1978
Charles “Chuck” M. 
Sheehan (BA, Politi-
cal Science) has been 
a licensed massage 
therapist in Palm Beach 
County, Florida for 
23 years with his own 
private practice. He 
also has been director 
of marketing for Pro-
Craft of South Florida 
in West Palm Beach for 
the past three years. 
ProCraft is a home 
improvement company 
specializing in perma-
nent exterior coatings 
for residential homes.

1982
Karen Bigos (BA, 
Interdisciplinary Stud-
ies) has been selling 
residential real estate 
in the Short Hills, New 
Jersey market for 20 
years. In 2003, she was 
ranked number one 
for sales in her entire 
company, Burgdorff 
ERA Realtors. She also 
ranked number two in 
the nation out of the 
27,000 ERA agents 
in America. With her 
partner, she closed 
more than $60 mil-
lion in sales for 2003 
and recently crossed 
the $300 million sales 
mark for her career. 

Cristina Marchetti 
(PhD, Physics) is a 
recent recipient of a 
William R. Kenan Jr. 

Professorship at Syra-
cuse University. The 
Kenan Charitable Trust 
has endowed more than 
200 professorships at 
colleges and universi-
ties. 
 Marchetti joined 
Syracuse University as 
an assistant professor in 
1987 and was promoted 
to associate professor in 
1992 and then to full 
professor in 1997. Her 
research in theoretical 
physics, which is sup-
ported by grants from 
the National Science 
Foundation, is in the 
fields of condensed 
matter physics and sta-
tistical mechanics. 

1985
US Army Lieutenant 
Colonel Jose Betan-
court (BS, Psychology) 
is serving a one-year 
tour of duty in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, as the 
Chief Medical Planner 
for the Office of Mili-
tary Cooperation until 
May 2005. He serves 
as the primary adviser 
to the Afghanistan 
National Army (ANA) 
Surgeon General on all 
matters pertaining to 
medical support for the 
Afghan Army. The ANA 
is currently rebuilding 
the country’s National 
Army to a force of 
70,000 soldiers follow-
ing more than 23 years 
of conflict. 
 Betancourt also 
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earned a master’s degree 
in management from 
Troy State Univer-
sity, an MA in strategic 
intelligence from the 
Defense Intelligence 
College, and a PhD in 
public health from The 
George Washington 
University.

Joseph L. Scarpaci 
(PhD, Geography), a 
geography professor at 
Virginia Tech, received 
the Carl O. Sauer Dis-
tinguished Scholarship 
Award from the Con-
ference of Latin Ameri-
canist Geographers at 
the May 2004 meeting 
in Antigua, Guatemala. 
He also received Vir-
ginia Tech’s Alumni 
Award for International 
Education last fall.
 Scarpaci studied 
under UF Professor 
Emeritus of Geogra-
phy Cesar N. Cavie-
des from 1980–1985, 
during which time he 
served as an instructor 
of geography and Span-
ish.

1987
Kate DiCamillo’s (BA, 
English) first children’s 
book, Because of Winn-
Dixie, was made into a 
movie that premiered in 
theaters nationwide on 
February 18. The 2001 
book was a New York Times 
bestseller and received 
the 2001 Newberry 
Medal, an annual award 

given by the Association 
for Library Service to 
Children to the author 
who made the most dis-
tinguished contribution 
to American literature 
for children.
 DiCamillo also has 
written The Tiger Rising, a 
National Book Award 
finalist, and The Tale of 
Desperaux, which won the 
2004 Newberry Medal.
 Because of Winn-Dixie 
tells the story of a lonely 
young girl growing up 
in a small Florida town 
who adopts an orphan 
dog she names Winn-
Dixie, after the super-
market where she found 
him. Actors Jeff Dan-
iels, Cicely Tyson, Dave 
Matthews, Eva Marie 
Saint and Annasophia 
Robb star in the film.

1989
Lori Stewart Gonzalez 
(PhD, Communication 
Sciences and Disor-
ders) has been named 
dean of the University 
of Kentucky College of 
Health Sciences. The 
appointment was effec-
tive January 1. Gon-
zalez has taught at UK 
since 1991, and served 
as associate dean for 
academic affairs in the 
college until her recent 
promotion. She is a 
professor of commu-
nication disorders and 
has been a member of 
many university com-
mittees, including the 

Faculty Senate and the 
planning committee for 
the college’s rehabilita-
tion sciences doctoral 
program, established in 
2000. 

1990
Jamie S. Gartenberg 
(BS, Chemistry) is a 
clinical assistant profes-
sor of endodontics at 
the University of Penn-
sylvania School of Den-
tal Medicine. He also 
has a private practice 
in Howell, New Jersey. 
Gartenberg earned 
his Doctor of Dental 
Surgery degree from 
Columbia University 
in 1994 and a specialty 
certificate in endodon-
tics from New York 
University in 1997. 

Jason Baird Jack-
son (BA, Sociology) 
is an assistant curator 
of ethnology at the 
Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural 
History and an assistant 
professor of anthropol-
ogy at the University of 
Oklahoma. He recently 
published a book, Yuchi 
Ceremonial Life Performance, 
Meaning, and Tradition in a 
Contemporary American Indian 
Community, which exam-
ines the historical role 
of the Yuchis, one of 
the least-known tribes 
of Native Americans in 
the southeastern US. 

1991
Sanford A. Wallack 
(BA, Political Science) 
has opened a law office 
in Atlanta after practic-
ing criminal defense in 
the area for 10 years. 
A graduate of Emory 
University’s law school, 
he specializes in crimi-
nal trials and appeals in 
state and federal court. 
He also maintains a 
modest civil trial prac-
tice with an emphasis 
in civil rights violations 
and animal law. 

1992
Kelley Wood (BA, 
Political Science) mar-
ried Keith Frohlich 
(BS, Business Admin-
istration, 1996; MBA 
2002) on August 7, 
2004. She is the direc-
tor of development and 
alumni affairs for UF’s 
Frederic G. Levin Col-
lege of Law.

1993
Matthew Cole (BA, 
American Studies) and 
Alex Patton (BA, Polit-
ical Science, 2001) have 
formed the Gainesville 
area’s first media buying 
agency, Ozean Media, 
Inc. The pair will spe-
cialize in media place-
ment.
 Cole worked for 
five years at the Walt 
Disney Company in 
the Orlando and Paris 
theme parks. 

 Patton worked for 
six years at the publicly 
traded corporate insur-
ance agency Brown and 
Brown, Inc. He then 
returned to his home-
town of Gainesville as 
the sales manager for 
Cox Media before co-
founding Ozean.
 
Rebecca L. Harris 
(BA, Anthropology and 
Classics) has been a 
social science instructor 
at Clatsop Commu-
nity College in Astoria, 
Oregon since 2003. 
She teaches courses in 
anthropology, geogra-
phy and sociology. She 
also serves on the board 
of directors for the 
Clatsop County His-
torical Society. 

2000
Jeffrey Hill (BA, 
Political Science) mar-
ried Maurine Mullady 
(BA, Political Sci-
ence, 2001) on July 5, 
2003. He is marking 
his fourth year at C.H. 
Robinson Company, 
while she just received 
her law degree from 
the Stetson University 
College of Law.

2001
Diedra Jaye Kelley 
(BA, English) lives in 
Los Angeles and is an 
assistant to Joel Gal-
len, the producer of the 
2003 television series 

continued on page 14 1�



The CLAS Develop-
ment and Alumni 
Affairs office has wel-
comed several new 
faces to its team. Mary 
Matlock joined the 
college last summer as 
an associate director 
of development. She 
is fundraising with the 
humanities departments 
and also assists with spe-
cial events such as CLAS 
Day, the Outstanding 
Alumni Brunch and 
Grand Guard Weekend. 
She previously served 
as the assistant direc-
tor of annual giving at 
the University of Okla-

homa.
 Director of Devel-
opment Cody Helmer 
(BA, History, 2000) 
transferred to the office 
in January, having 
worked at the UF Foun-
dation since 2000 in 
a variety of posi-
tions, including 
assistant director 
of annual giving 
and director of 
regional develop-
ment. In his cur-
rent position, he 
is working with 
the basic sciences 
departments.
 Norman 

Portillo also joined 
the office in January as 
a director of develop-
ment and is working 
with the social sciences 
departments. Portillo 
previously worked at 
Lexmark International 

on the vendor relations 
staff. 
 The new members 
join Cynthia But-
ler, senior director of 
development, and sup-
port staff, Luz Mieses 
and Shirl Raulerson.

...continued from page 13
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“Pepsi Smash” and the 
red carpet segment of 
the 2000 Academy 
Awards broadcast. Kel-
ley is a writer and aspir-
ing actress.

2002
Kathleen Dow (MA, 
Linguistics) is teaching 
English at Asia Univer-
sity in Tokyo. She also 
published a short story 
in the Tokyo Notice Board, 
a classified ad magazine 
for foreigners, called 
“Weirdo Beacon.”

Rhemila Smith (BA, 
English) recently joined 
Miller, Legg & Associ-
ates, Inc., a statewide 
consulting services firm, 
as a recruiter/trainer in 
the firm’s South Florida 
office. She is respon-
sible for the recruiting 

efforts of staff at all lev-
els, as well as managing 
the firm’s training pro-
grams for the superviso-
ry staff. Previously, she 
held a program position 
with the Community 
Partners Program of the 
John S. and James L. 
Knight Foundation.
 Smith earned 
a Master of Science 
degree in human 
resource management 
from Nova Southeast-
ern University in 2004.

2003
Randall J. Stephens 
(PhD, History) won the 
M.E. Bradford Disser-

tation Prize given by the 
St. George Tucker Soci-
ety, an interdisciplinary 
Southern studies group 
aimed at promoting 
discussion across dis-
ciplinary, ideological 
and topical lines among 
Southernists. The award 
is given annually by the 
society for the best dis-
sertation in Southern 
studies and carries a sti-
pend and expenses for 
attending the society’s 
annual meeting in 
Augusta, Georgia. 
 Stephens com-
pleted his dissertation, 
“The Fire Spreads: The 
Origins of the Southern 

Holiness and Pente-
costal Movements,” in 
December 2003 under 
the direction of His-
tory Professor Bertram 
Wyatt-Brown.

2004
Asher Lohman (BA, 
Political Science) is cur-
rently working for the 
M.M. Grinnan Com-
pany in Jacksonville, 
Florida as an account 
executive. The advertis-
ing specialties com-
pany produces logos for 
businesses and organi-
zations.
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erably in the South. 
Though they discussed, 
in detail, their applica-
tion and interview expe-
riences, they refrained 
from identifying the 
colleges at which they 
applied. After a year 
of ups and downs, the 
couple landed their 
dream jobs—tenure-
track faculty positions 
in biology at Francis 
Marion University in 
Florence, South Caro-
lina. 
 For other couples 
hoping to land jobs 
together in academia, 
Greg and Tamatha 
have some advice. “Sit 
down as a couple and 
decide what you want, 
not the semester before 
you graduate, but years 
before you enter the job 
search,” Tamatha says. 
“Know who you are and 
what you want to do, 
and apply to universities 
where you can make that 
happen.”

—Buffy Lockette

job  
hunting 
for two
...continued 
from page 4

new faces in CLASdevelopment office
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From left to right: Cody Helmer, Mary 
Matlock, Luz Mieses, Cynthia Butler, 
Shirl Raulerson and Norman Portillo. 
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CLAS Honors Outstanding Alumni
At its third annual Outstanding Alumni Awards Brunch held during home-
coming weekend in November, CLAS honored some of its most exceptional 
alumni. The following were presented with a glass plaque featuring a crystal 
alligator, in recognition of their many accomplishments: Raymond W. Alden, 
III (PhD, Zoology, 1976), executive vice president and provost of one of the 
fastest growing universities in the nation—the University of Nevada, Las Vegas; 
William R. Burkhart (BS, Political Science, 1987), senior vice president and 
general counsel for Timken, a world leader in the bearings and steel industry; 
Fredric Chaiken (BA, Religion, 1978), who has been a trial lawyer in Atlanta, 
Georgia for nearly 25 years and is a partner in the firm Chaiken Klorfein, 
LLC; Thomas J. Davies (BA and MA, German, 1979 and 1982; MA and PhD, 
English, 1984 and 1986), a senior partner with Kekst and Company, Inc., a 
New York-based corporate communications counseling firm; Ronald Jaszczak 
(BS and PhD, Physics, 1964 and 1968), a professor of biomedical engineering 
at Duke University; Wallace W. Prophet (BA, MA and PhD, Psychology, 1951, 
1952, 1958), an accomplished aviation psychologist and retired vice president 
of Seville Training Systems Corporation of Plant City, Florida; Bruce Stone 
(BA, Sociology, 1971), a Miami attorney named one of the 45 Best Trusts and 
Estates Attorneys in the US by Town and Country Magazine in 1998; Aase Duelund 
Thompson (BA, French, 1986), managing director of the C. Frederick 
Thompson Foundation, a non-profit corporation in Gainesville established 
for charitable, scientific, literary and education purposes; S. Richard Turner 
(PhD, Chemistry, 1971), director of the Macromolecules and Interfaces Insti-
tute and a research professor in the Department of Chemistry at Virginia Tech; 
Richard E. Witmer (BS, Physics, 1962; MS and PhD, Geography, 1964 and 
1967), a senior management consultant with the US Government Consulting 
Group and a 1990 winner of the US Department of the Interior’s Distin-
guished Service Award.

Grand Guard  
Inducts Class of 19�4
On October 1–3, 2004, CLAS honored its Grand 
Guard alumni—those who graduated 50 or more 
years ago. Hosted by the UF Alumni Association, 
the weekend celebration included a formal induc-
tion ceremony of new members, lectures about the 
college’s latest research, campus tours and the home 
football game against the University of Arkansas. 
The following 1954 CLAS graduates were inducted: 
Richard Blocker, Janet Campbell, Mary McGe-
hee Daniels, Carole Dowe Duerk, Willard Gal-
breath, John Gatz, Barbara Walker Good, Jane 
Palmer Potter, Les Sperling and Virginia Lovan 
Winterburn.
 Previous inductees who also were in attendance 
included: Charlotte Crevasse, 1950; Melvin Fried, 
1948; Bob Fuquay, 1949; Mandell Glicksberg, 
1949; Yale Gunn, 1950; Hal Henderly, 1937; 
Herb Kay, 1940; Ed Kissam, 1949; Murray Lasley, 
1944; Sophy Mae Mitchell, Jr., 1953; Dick Petry, 
1953; Wallace Prophet, 1951; Bill Rousse, 1951; 
Cody Skinner, 1937; and Eugene Zimmerman, 
1951.
 Grand Guard Weekend 2005 will be held 
November 3–5. Visit www.ufalumni.ufl.edu/ 
Reunion or call (888) 352-5866 for more infor-

alum-news

(Left to right) Charlotte and Bud Cre-
vasse and Sarah and Wallace Prophet 
enjoy one of the luncheons during 
Grand Guard weekend.

(Left to right) Ronald Jaszczak, Aase Duelund Thompson, Fredric Chaik-
en, Bruce Stone, S. Richard Turner, Richard Witmer and Wallace Prophet 
attended the 2004 Outstanding Alumni Awards Brunch.
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Carrie Lynn yoder
A scholarship fund has been established in memory of UF graduate Carrie 
Lynn Yoder, who died in 2003. Yoder, who earned her bachelor’s degree in 
botany from UF in 1997, was a graduate student at Louisiana State University 
when she was abducted from her home and murdered by a serial killer who 
had a 20-year history of domestic violence and battery toward women. 
 The Carrie Lynn Yoder Scholarship at UF will be awarded to a gradu-
ate student in a biology-related field focusing on coastal ecology. A similar 
fund has been set up at LSU, and an upcoming golf tournament will benefit 
these scholarships as well as the Sunrise Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault 
Center in Pasco County, Florida. The tournament will be held on April 11 at 
1 pm at the Lake Jovita Golf and Country Club in Dade City, Florida. 
 Yoder had lived in Tampa since 1983, and was a 1994 graduate of Cham-
berlain High School. After graduating with honors from UF, she worked for 
PBS&J, an engineering and architecture firm in Orlando, before earning her 
MS in biology from the University of Central Florida. In the fall of 2000, 
she became a PhD student in the biological sciences department at LSU. Her 
research focused on the effects of hurricanes, fires and flooding on coastal 
wetland plant life. Yoder had completed all requirements for her PhD except 
her dissertation research. Her goal was to become a college professor.
 Please visit www.carrieyoder.com for more information. 

David “Davy” Robert Ferguson
The family of former UF student David “Davy” 
Robert Ferguson, has established a scholarship 
in his memory. Ferguson died in October 2004 
before the UF-Georgia football game in Jackson-
ville, Florida. 
 The David Robert Ferguson Memorial Scholar-
ship will be awarded to an undergraduate psychology 
student, with preference to out-of-state students. 
Ferguson, a UF sophomore, was a psychology major. 
 Donations for the scholarship have poured in 
since its creation in November. Ferguson’s parents, 
David and Christina, sought to raise $20,000 in 
four years for the endowment. They exceeded that 
goal in less than four months. Gifts from Ferguson’s 
family and friends, as well as businesses and fellow 
UF students, comprise the merit-based award. Visit 
www.geocities.com/bronxbomb03/Davy.html for 
more information.
 We are not fund-raisers by nature,” says David’s 
father. “I believe that the success in raising money 
is a testament to Davy, and the impact he had on so 
many people during his short life.”

If you would like to make a donation to these 
scholarships, please contact Mary Matlock at 
mmatlock@uff.ufl.edu or (352) 392-5412.
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scholarships established in memory of former UF students

1�



The Jerome A. Yavitz Charitable 
Foundation, Inc. has given a generous 
donation in support of the renovation 
of Newell Hall. The college is rais-
ing funds to restore the 96-year-old 
building to its original beauty, while 
transforming it into a state-of-the-art 
learning facility to house the new UF 
Center for the Humanities and the 
Public Sphere. Built in 1909, Newell 
is one of the oldest permanent build-
ings on campus and is listed on the 
national historic registry. Its renova-
tion would complete the college’s goal 
of restoring the university’s historic 
center. 
 “Jerome Yavitz was one of my 
dear friends who passed away a few 
years ago and he entrusted me with 
his foundation,” says Miami Beach 
attorney Stephen H. Cypen, presi-
dent of the Yavitz foundation and a 
1965 CLAS alumnus (BA, English 
literature). “He was an industrialist 

and a renaissance person, and this is 
just the sort of project that would have 
interested him.”
 Newell Hall will become an intel-
lectual hub for historians, writers, 
philosophers and scholars, and will 
host seminars and classes as well as 
public outreach events and lectures. It 
also will house departments and cen-
ters intimately linked to the humani-
ties, such as African studies and 
philosophy, which are all currently 
cramped for space. 
 At varying gift levels there is an 
opportunity for donors to have a 
room named for them in the new 
facility. A seminar room will be 
named in honor of Jerome Yavitz. 
For more information on how you 
can get involved, contact Cynthia 
Butler, CLAS senior director of 
development, at cbutler@uff.ufl.edu 
or (352) 846-3447.

Donation Supports Historic Restoration
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donor honor roll
now online

To recognize the many individuals and cor-
porations giving their financial support to 
the University of Florida in the past year, 
please visit UF’s annual honor roll of donors 
at www.uff.ufl.edu/HonorRoll. We are 
pleased to recognize the many friends who 
supported CLAS and UF during the past fis-
cal year from July 1, 2003 to June 30, 2004.

1�

Support for PoliSci: State Representative 
Larry Cretul (right) recently presented Political Science 
Professor Stephen Craig (left) with a $�,000 check to sup-
port UF’s political campaigning graduate program. Cretul, 
a Republican who represents portions of Alachua, Levy 
and Marion counties, made the donation from his surplus 
campaign funds since he ran unopposed during the fall 
election. 
 Craig directs UF’s graduate program in political 
campaigning, which offers a master’s degree in politi-
cal science and a certificate in political campaigning. 
Students learn skills relevant to a wide variety of political 
roles, including public office, opinion polling, lobbying, 
grassroots mobilization and international consulting. It is 
one of the only programs of its kind in the country. 

Artist’s rendering of  
renovated Newell Hall.
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donate to Maturo excellence fund by March 15

Discovering why an 
ancient Andean 
empire would 
adopt the supreme 
deity of its great-
est rival is what 
an archeol-
ogy team com-
prised of UF 
professors 
and alumni 
is hoping to 
accomplish 
through 

a National 
Endowment 

for the Humani-
ties (NEH) grant. UF anthropology 
professors Mike Moseley and Susan 
deFrance, along with anthropology 
graduates Ryan Williams (PhD, 1997) 
and Donna Nash (PhD, 2002), have 
been excavating the ancient city of 
Cerro Baúl in southern Peru, and hope 
to raise $25,000 by May, so they can 
continue their research this summer. 
The NEH will match every dollar they 
raise. Ultimately, they hope to raise 
$53,500 in private donations.
 “Although a wide buffer zone typi-
cally separated the two groups, the Wari 
and Tiwanaku shared the same deity,” 
explains Moseley, the interim chair of 
the anthropology department. “It was 
known as the “Gateway God” among the 

Tiwanaku. However, each nation inter-
preted and depicted the ideology and 
iconography in distinct ways. The god 
was celestial among the Tiwanaku, with 
winged angels with staffs appearing on 
each side. The Wari often added maize 
plants to the god’s costume, creating an 
agricultural association.”
 Moseley says how the two great 
nations came to share the same supreme 
deity has long been debated in the 
humanities. The Wari occupied Cerro 
Baúl from about 550 to 1050, disap-
pearing for reasons not fully under-
stood before the ascension of the Incan 
empire in about 1300. The research-
ers have been exploring Cerro Baúl 
since about 1993, and in 2003, they 
identified “ritual libation halls” where 
Wari noblemen apparently feasted and 
drank. The area contained drinking 
mugs depicting the Gateway God, and 
Moseley says the halls were a place where 
politics were negotiated and economic 
decisions were made. They expanded 
their investigation in an attempt to 
locate a brewery—finding the first rem-
nants of the site in July 2004. The site 
is at least 1,000 years old and was capa-
ble of churning out hundreds of gallons 
of beer.
 The difficulty of brewing large 
quantities of beer high atop a sheer-
sided mesa underscores the religious 
and ceremonial importance of Cerro 

Baúl, says Williams, a courtesy assistant 
professor at UF and an assistant curator 
of anthropology at the Field Museum. 
“All food and water—everything—had 
to be brought up from below. That’s 
thousands of liters a day being brought 
up on people’s backs,” Williams 
explains, adding that the Wari con-
sidered the mountains the sacred link 
between Earth and heaven.
 One of the most remarkable ele-
ments of the site is that the Wari appar-
ently destroyed the facility in a ritual 
closing rite, burning the structure and 
throwing their mugs into the embers. 
The archeologists’ findings also include 
decorative copper plaques, small boxes 
containing mineral pigments possibly 
used for cosmetics, and numerous 
beads. The team believes another brew-
ery might exist and plans to continue 
excavating the area for at least another 
two summers. They hope to set up a 
traveling exhibit of the artifacts they 
find that would tour Peru and the US 
before making its permanent home at a 
museum in Moquegua, Peru, near the 
Cerro Baúl site. 
 Visit www.fmnh.org/expeditions/ 
ryan_expedition/about.html for more 
information about the dig. If you would 
like to donate to the project, please 
contact the CLAS Development Office 
at clas@uff.ufl.edu or (352) 392-5471.

—Allyson A. Beutke

archeologists receive grant 
for Peruvian excavations

Excavations 
have unearthed 
drinking mugs 
depicting the 
Gateway God.
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Zoology Professor Emeritus Frank Maturo 
dedicated nearly his entire career to the Uni-
versity of Florida. He filled many roles during 
his 44 years of service, including directing the 
Seahorse Key Marine Laboratory (see page 
5) and acting as advisor to Alpha Tau Omega 
fraternity. In honor of his commitment to 
the university and his retirement in 2003, the 

Frank Maturo Excellence Fund was established 
to support scholarships and fellowships in 
the Department of Zoology. The fund also 
will aid the Seahorse Key Marine Laboratory, 
located off the coast of Cedar Key, Florida, 
which serves as a research and education sta-
tion to UF and other universities. Through 
the financial support and personal involve-

ment of alumni and friends, the fund is 
currently valued at approximately $87,000, 
only $13,000 short of its March 15 goal of 
$100,000 to become eligible for a 50 percent 
match by the state. For information on how 
to contribute, please contact Mary Matlock, 
CLAS associate director of development, at 
mmatlock@ uff.ufl.edu or (352) 392-5412.



new initiative aims to raise 
$150 million for faculty support

19

The college has selected its 200� CLAS Term 
Professors, recognizing three faculty mem-
bers who excel in teaching, research and ser-
vice. Funded entirely by private donors, the 
number of term professors and the amount 
of the award varies from year to year. This 
year, each will receive a one-time $�,000 sal-
ary supplement and an additional $�,000 for 
their research.

UF President Bernie Machen has 
announced a plan designed to increase the 
number of faculty and bolster faculty sala-
ries and research dollars. The UF Faculty 
Challenge aims to raise $150 million to 
meet the demands of educating Florida’s 
growing population and make UF one of 
the nation’s premier research universities. 
 “In order for the University of Florida 
to reach its potential, we must find ways to do 
a better job supporting our faculty,” Machen 
says. “The purpose of this initiative is to 

build an endowment to provide for competi-
tive salaries, so the university can attract and 
retain the best and brightest faculty and give 
them the tools they need to excel.”
 Your gift can enhance the learning 
experiences of thousands of students each 
year by bringing the latest discoveries into 
the classroom and helping find answers to 
problems facing people around the globe. 
Private gifts will be used to create endow-
ments for professorships, fellowships, lec-
tureships and provide funding for research 

and graduate students. 
 Gifts to the challenge of $100,000 
or more may be eligible for state matching 
funds. In an effort to garner more support, 
for every gift of $1 million or more, Machen 
has pledged to add $250,000 specifically 
for the Faculty Challenge from a discretion-
ary fund of private donations. Gifts of more 
than $2 million are matched dollar-for-
dollar. For more information, please visit 
www.uff.ufl.edu/FacultyChallenge or call 
(352) 392-1691.

Richard Foltz
Waldo Neikirk 
Term Professor
Richard Foltz is an 
associate professor of 
religion, with teaching 
and research interests 
in the history of reli-
gion and nature. He came to UF in 2000 
after teaching at Columbia and Brown 
Universities and Gettysburg College and 
earning his PhD from Harvard in 1996.
 Foltz has authored three historical 
books, including Spirituality in the Land of the 
Noble and Religions of the Silk Road. He also has 
edited Worldviews, Religion and the Environment, 
and he translated Conversations with Emperor 
Jahangir, a 17th-century travelogue of India. 
Foltz has published numerous scholarly 
essays on topics ranging from world envi-
ronmental history to animals in religion. 
He teaches undergraduate and graduate 
courses, and was instrumental in helping 
establish UF’s PhD program in religion in 
2003.

Douglas Levey
Jean and Robin Gib-
son Term Professor
Douglas Levey is a 
professor of zool-
ogy who has taught 
at UF since 1988. 
His research interests 
include tropical ecology and seed disper-
sal. He earned his PhD from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison in 1986, and 
also has taught at Brown University and in 
Costa Rica as part of the Organization for 
Tropical Studies’ graduate program. 
 Levey is studying the effectiveness of 
habitat corridors in conserving plants and 
animals in fragmented landscapes, and 
also is exploring the ecology of chili pep-
pers, addressing the question of why they 
are hot. He teaches Avian Biology and a 
graduate seminar associated with the Sci-
ence Partners in Inquiry-based Collabor-
ative Education (SPICE) program, which 
places UF graduate students in Gainesville 
middle schools with large populations of 
disadvantaged youth to foster their interest 
in science and engineering.

Alex Piquero
Mitchell Magid  
Term Professor
Alex Piquero, a pro-
fessor of criminology, 
came to UF in 2001. 
He completed his PhD 
in 1996 at the Univer-
sity of Maryland, College Park, and served 
on the faculties of Temple and Northeast-
ern Universities. 
 Piquero is finishing a book that will 
be published later this year, titled Offending 
Over the Life Courses: The South London Males at 
Age 40. He also is working on a longitu-
dinal study which examines how serious 
juvenile offenders transition out of crime 
in late adolescence and early adulthood. 
He serves on the editorial boards of 10 
journals, and at UF he teaches Doctoral 
Methods, Life-Course Criminology and 
Criminological Theory. 

CLAS 
term professors 



College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
University of Florida
2014 Turlington hall
PO Box 117300
Gainesville FL 32611-7300

The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
at the University of Florida is the largest 
college on campus, with more than 
800 faculty members who teach 
more than 35,000 students 
each year. CLAS has 12,000 
students pursuing 35 majors 
and 40 minors through 
23 departments, four aca-
demic programs and five 
centers. In addition, the 
college is home to 32 cen-
ters and institutes, including 
the France-Florida Research 
Institute, the Center for African 
Studies and the Land Use and Envi-
ronmental Change Institute.

http://clasnew
s.clas.ufl.edu

You and your family are invited 
to attend the Alumni Associa-
tion’s Spring Alumni Weekend 
on April �–10, 200�. CLAS is 
hosting several events that will 
give our alumni and friends the 
opportunity to see the exciting 
things taking place in our col-
lege. 
 Visit www.ufalumni.ufl.edu/ 
Reunion/200�/Spring for more 
information about all events and 
to complete your online regis-
tration by March 1�. To register 
by mail, call (���) ��2-���� to 
request a printed registration 
form. Check-in starts at � am on 
April � at Emerson Alumni Hall. 
This is your first stop before 
heading to any of the events 
listed to the right. Your packet 
will have name tags, an updated 

CLAS Events

Friday, April �
Open Labs 1:30–2:15 pm
Film and Media Studies, 4303 Turlington Hall
Online German Language Lab, 225 Little Hall

Lecture 2:30–3:30 pm
“Chemical and Biological Weapons of Mass Destruction: Decontamination 101” 
by Chemistry Professor David Richardson, 219 Dauer Hall

Open Labs 3:45–4:30 pm
Zoology’s Alligators, 521 Bartram Hall
Forensics, C.A. Pound Human Identification Laboratory, Building 114

Saturday, April 9
Breakfast with Dean Neil Sullivan 8:30–9:30 am
Keene Faculty Center, 103 Dauer Hall 
$7.50 per person. Please RSVP for the breakfast on the Alumni Association’s registration 
form.

Department and Center Open houses 9:30–11:30 am

For more detailed information about the CLAS events, please visit www.clas.ufl.edu/alumni or contact 
Mary Matlock, CLAS Associate Director of Development, at mmatlock@uff.ufl.edu or (��2) �92-�412.

come back to CLAS for UF’s spring weekend


