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not to be resisted by the naked inhabitants of an open 
country. And here I began to find the necessity of 
keeping together in a caravan as we travelled, for we 
saw several troops of Tartars roving about; but when 
I came to see them distinctly, I wondered more that 
the Chinese empire could be conquered by such con- 
temptible fellows; for they are a mere horde of wild 
fellows, keeping no order, and understanding no dis- 
cipline, or manner of fight; and this we found the first 
day we saw them, which was after we entered the 
wilder part of the country. Our leader for the day 
gave leave for about sixteen of us to go a hunting, as 
they call it, and what was this but hunting of sheep! 
However, it may be called hunting too, for the crea- 

tures are the wildest and swiftest of foot that ever I 
saw of their kind; only they will not run a great way, 
and you are sure of sport when you begin the chase, 
for they appear generally thirty or forty in a flock, 
and, like true sheep, always keep together when they 
fly. 

It was our hap to meet about forty of these 
Tartars; as soon as they saw us, oue of them blew a 
kind of horn very loud, but with a barbarous sound 
that I had never heard before. We all supposed this 
was to call their friends about them, and so it was; 
for, in less than ten minutes, a troop of forty or fifty 

more appeared, at about a mile distance. 

~ One of the Scots merchants of Moscow happened 

to be amongst us, and as soon as he heard the horn, 

he told us that we had nothing to do but to charge


