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to Japan, and would send them from thence to the 
Philippine Islands with another loading, which he 
would pay the freight of before they went from Japan, 
and that at their return he would buy the ship. 

To bring this long turn of our affairs to a conclu- 
sion: the first thing we had to do was to consult with 
the captain of the ship, and with his men, and know 
if they were willing to go to Japan; and while I was 
doing this, the young man whom my nephew had 
left with me as my companion for my travels, came 
to me and told me that he thought that voyage pro- 

mised very fair, and that there was a great prospect 

of advantage, and he would be very glad if I under- 
took it, but that if I would not, and would give him 

leave, he would go as a merchant, or how I pleased 
to order him; that if ever he came to England, and 

I was there, and alive, he would render mea faithful 

account of his success, which should be as much mine 
as I pleased. I was really loath to part with him, 
but considering the prospect of advantage, which 
really was considerable, and that he was a young 

fellow as likely to do well in it as any 1 knew, I 

inclined to let him go; but I told him I would con- 

sult my partner, and give him an answer the next 

day. My partner‘and I discoursed about it, and my 

partner made a most generous offer:—“ You know 

it has been an unlucky ship,” said he, ‘‘ and we both 

resolve not to go to sea in it again; if your steward 
(so he called my man) will venture the voyage, I will 
leave my share of the vessel to him, and let him


