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In short, I took one hundred of the moidores, and 

called for a pen and ink to give him a receipt for 

them. Then I returned him the rest, and told him if 

ever I had possession of the plantation, I would return 

the other to him also (as indeed I afterwards did) ; 

and that as to the bill of sale of his part in his son’s 

ship, I would not take it by any means; but that, if 

I wanted the money, I found he was honest enough 

to pay me; and if I did not, but came to receive 

what he gave me reason to expect, I would never 

have a penny more from him. 

When this was past, the old man asked me if he 

should put me into a method to make my claim tomy 

plantation? I told him I thought to go over to it my- 

self. Ie said I might do so if I pleased; but that, 

if I did not, there were ways enough to secure my 

tights, and immediately to appropriate the profits to 

my use; and as there were ships in the river of Lis- 

bon just ready to go away to Brazil, he made me enter 

my name in a public register, with his affidavit, affirm- 

ing, upon oath, that I was alive, and that I was the 

same person who took up the land for the planting 

the said plantation at first. This being regularly 

attested by a notary, and a procuration affixed, he 

directed me to send it, with a letter of his writing, to 

a merchant of his acquaintance at the place; and then 

proposed my staying with him till an account came 

of the return. 

Never was anything more honourable than the pro- 

ceedings upon this procuration ; for, in less than seven


