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fast aground for him to stir it, hallooed out for the 
rest, who were straggling about; upon which they 
all soon came to the boat; but it was past all their 
strength to launch her, the boat being very heavy, 
and the shore on that side being a soft oozy sand, 
almost like a quicksand. In this condition, like true 
seamen, who are, perhaps, the least of all mankind 

given to forethought, they gave it over, and away 
they strolled about the country again; and | heard 
one of them say aloud to another, calling them off 
from the boat, ‘‘ Why, let her alone, Jack, can’t you? 
she’ll float next tide:”” by which I was fully con- 
firmed in the main inquiry of what countrymen they 

were. All this while I kept myself very close, not 

once daring to stir out of my castle, any further than 
to my place of observation, near the top of the hill; 

and very glad I was to think how well it was forti- 
fied. I knew it was no less than ten hours before 

the boat could float again, and by that time it would 

be dark, and I might be at more liberty to see their 
motions, and to hear their discourse, if they had any. 

In the meantime, I fitted myself up for a battle, as 

before, though with more caution, knowing I had te 

do with another kind of enemy than I had at first. 
[ ordered Friday also, whom I had made an excellent 
marksman with his gun, to load himself with arms. 
I took myself two fowling-pieces, and I gave him 
three muskets, 

It was my design, as I said above, not to have 

made any attempt till it was dark; but about two


