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they began to be tame. And now I found, that if I 
expected to supply myself with goats’ flesh. when I 
had no powder or shot left, breeding some up tame 

was my only way ; when perhaps I might have them 
about my house like a flock of sheep. But then it 
occurred to me that I must keep the tame from the 
wild, or else they would always run wild when they 
grew up; and the only way for this was to have some 
enclosed piece of ground, well fenced either with 
hedge or pale, to keep them in so effectually, that 
those within might not break out, nor those without 
break in. 

I resolved to enclose a piece of ground about 150 
yards in length, and 100 yards in breadth; which, 
as it would maintain as many as I should have in any 
reasonable time, so, as my stock increased, I could 
add more ground to my enclosure. 

I was about three months hedging in the first 
piece ; and till I had done it I tethered the three kids 
in the best part of it, and used them to feed as near 
me as possible, to make them familiar; and very 
often I would go and carry them some ears of barley, 
or a handful of rice, and feed them out of my hand; 

so that after my enclosure was finished, and I let 
them loose, they would follow me up and down, 

bleating after me for a handful of corn. 
This answered my end; and in about a year and 

a half, I had a flock of about twelve goats, kids and 

all; and in two years more I had three-and-forty, 

besides several that I took and killed for my food


