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again, and then got up upon three legs, and gave 
the most hideous roar that ever I heard. I was a 
little surprised that I had not hit him on the head; 
however, I took up the second piece immediately, 
and though he began to move off, fired again, and 
shot him in the head, and had the pleasure to see 
him drop, and make but little noise, but lie strug- 
gling for life. Then Xury took heart, and would 
have me let him go on shore. “ Well, go,’’ said I; 

so the boy jumped into the water, and taking a little 

gun in one hand, swam to shore with the other hand, 

and coming close to the creature, put the muzzle of 

the piece to his ear and shot him in the head again, 
which despatched him quite. 

This was game, indeed, to us, but it was no food; 

and I was very sorry to lose three charges of powder 
and shot upon a creature that was good for nothing 

to us. However, Xury said he would have some of 
him; so he comes on board, and asked me to give 
him the hatchet. ‘“ For what, Xury?” said I. “Me 
cut off his head,” said he. However, Xury could 
not cut off his head; but he cut off a foot, and brought 
it with him, and it was a monstrous great one. I 

bethought myself, however, that perhaps the skin of 
him might, one way or other, be of some value to us; 

and I resolved to take off his skin, if I could. So 
Xury and I went to work with him; but Xury was 
much the better workman at it, for I knew very ill 
how to do it. Indeed, it took us both up the whole 
day; but at last we got off the hide of him, and


