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and Dutch traders being in the river, they were 

within a little of taking him; nay,’’ said he, “ if 

the foremost boats had been well seconded by the 
rest, they had certainly taken him; but he, finding 
only two boats within reach of him, tacked about and 
fired at those two, and disabled them before the others 

came up, and then standing off to sea, the others were 

not able to follow, and so he got away; but they have 
all so exact a description of the ship, that they will 

be sure to know her, and wherever they find her, 

they have vowed to give no quarter either to the 

captain or seamen, but to hang them all up at the 
- yard-arm.’’ “What,” says I, “will they execute them, 

right or wrong; hang them first, and judge them 
afterwards?” ‘QO, sir,” says the old pilot, ‘ there is 

no need to make a formal business of it with such 
rogues as those; let them tie them back to back, and 

set them a-diving—’tis no more than they deserve.” 

I knew I had my old man fast on board, and that 

he could do me no harm, so that I turned short upon 

him. “Well now, seignior,” said I, ‘this is the 

very reason why I would have you carry us up to 
Nanquin, and not put back to Macao or to any other 
part of the country where the English or Dutch ships 
come; for, be it known to you, seignior, those cap- 

tains of the English and Dutch ships are a parcel of 
rash, proud, insolent fellows, that neither know what 
belongs to justice, nor how to behave themselves as 
the laws of God and nature direct; but, being proud 

of their offices, and not understanding their power,


