
INFLUENCE OF TRUE RELIGION. 457 

ended yet, for after the poor man and his wife were 
risen again from their knees, we observed he stood 
talking still eagerly to her, and we observed her mo- 

tion, that she was greatly affected with what he said, 

by her frequently lifting up her hands, laying her 

hand to her breast, and such other postures as express 

greatest seriousness and attention. This continued 

about half a quarter of an hour, and then they walked 
away; so we could see no more of them in that situa- 

tion. I took this interval to talk with my clergy- 

man; and first, I was glad to see the particulars we 

had both been witnesses to, that though I was hard 

enough of belief in such cases, yet that I began to 

think it was all very sincere here, both in the man 

and his wife, however ignorant they might both be, 

and I hoped such a beginning would yet have a more 

happy end: ‘“ And who knows,’”’ says I, “ but these 

two may, in time, by instruction and example, work 

‘ upon some of the others?’ ‘Some of them?’ said 

he, turning quick upon me; “ay, upon all of them: 

depend upon it, if those two savages, for he has been 

but little better, as you relate it, should embrace 
Jesus Christ, they will never leave it till they work 

upon all the rest; for true religion is naturally com- 

municative, and he that is once made a Christian will 

never leave a pagan behind him, if he can help it.” 

I owned it was a most Christian principle to think so, 

and a testimony of true zeal, as well as a generous 

heart in him. “ But, my friend,” said I, “will you 

give me leave to start one difficulty here? I cannot


