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atime when provoked mercy will no longer strive, 
and when God may refuse to hear, but that ’tis never 

too late for men to ask mercy, and we that are Christ’s 
servants, are commanded to preach mercy at all times, 

in the name of Jesus Christ, to all those that sincerely 
repent; so that it is never too late to repent.” 

I told Atkins all this, and he heard me with great 

earnestness, but it seemed as if he turned off the dis- 

course to the rest, for he said to me he would go and 

have some talk with his wife; so he went out awhile, 

and we talked to the rest. I perceived they were all 
stupidly ignorant as to matters of religion, as much 

as I was when I went rambling away from my father, 

and yet there were none of them backward to hear 

what had been said, and all of them seriously pro- 

mised, that they would talk with their wives about 

it, and do their endeavours to persuade them to turn 

Christians. 
The clergyman smiled upon me when I reported 

what answer they gave, but said nothing a good while; 

but at last, shaking his head, “We that are Christ’s 

servants,” says he, ‘can go no farther than to exhort 

and instruct, and when men comply, submit to the 

reproof, and promise what we ask, ’tis all we can do; 

we are bound to accept their good works; but believe 

me, sir,” said he, “whatever you may have known 

of the life of that man you call Will Atkins, I be- 

lieve he is the only sincereconvert among them; I take 

that man to be a true penitent, I will not despair of 
the rest, but that man is apparently struck with the


