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shore would be no advantage to us if we let the boat 

escape; because they would then row away to the 

ship, and then the rest of them would be sure to 

weigh and set sail, and so our recovering the ship 

would be lost. However, we had no remedy but to 
wait and see what the issue of things might present. 

The seven men came on shore, and the three who re- 

mained in the boat put her off to a good distance from 

the shore, and came to an anchor to wait them; so that 

it was impossible for us to come at them in the boat. 

Those that came on shore kept close together, march- 

ing towards the top of the little hill under which my 

habitation lay, and we could see them plainly, though 

they could not perceive us. But when they were 

come to the brow of the hill, where they could see a 

great way into the valleys and wood which lay to- 

wards the north-east part, and where the island lay 

lowest, they shouted and hallooed till they were 

weary; and not caring, it seems, to venture far from 

the shore, nor far from one another, they sat down 

together under a tree to consider of it. 

We waited a great while, though very impatient, 

for their removing, and were very uneasy when, after 

long consultations, we saw them all start up, and 

march down towards the sea. 

As soon as I perceived them to go towards the 

shore, I imagined it to be, as it really was, that they 

had given over their search, and were for going back 

again; but I presently thought of a stratagem to fetch 

them back again, and which answered my end to a


