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an easy thing to kill them all: but shall we rather 
take them prisoners?”’ THe told me there were two 

desperate villains among them, that it was scarce safe 

to show any mercy to; but if they were secured, he 

believed all the rest would return to their duty. I 

asked him which they were? He told me he could 

not at that distance distinguish them, but he would 

obey my orders in anything I would direct. “Well,” 

says IJ, “let us retreat out of their view, or hearing, 

lest they awake, and we will resolve further.” So 

they willingly went back with me, till the woods 

covered us from them. 

‘“‘ Look you, sir,” said I, “if I venture upon your 

deliverance, are you willing to make two conditions 
with me?” He anticipated my proposals, by telling 

me that both he and the ship, if recovered, should be 

wholly directed and commanded by me in everything; 

and if the ship was not recovered, he would live and 

die with me in what part of the world soever I would 

send him; and the two other men said the same. 

“ Well then,” said I, ‘here are three muskets for 

you, with powder and ball: tell me next what you 
think is proper to be done.”” He showed all the tes- 

timonies of his gratitude that he was able, but offered 

to be wholly guided by me. I told him I thought it 

was hard venturing anything; but the best method I 

could think of was to fire upon them at once, as they 

lay, and if any was not killed at the first volley, and 

offered to submit, we might save them, and so put it 

wholly upon God’s providence to direct the shot. He


