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have been better employed, in contriving how to cir- 

cumvent and fall upon them the very next time I 

should see them, especially if they should be divided, 

as they were the last time, into two parties; nor did 

I consider at all, that if I killed one party, suppose 

ten or a dozen, I was still the next day, or week, or 

month, to kill another, and so another, even ad in- 

&nitum, till I should be at length no less a murderer 

than they were in being man-eaters, and perhaps 

much more so. 1 spent my days now in great per- 

plexity and anxiety of mind, expecting that I should 

one day or other fall into the hands of these merci- 

less creatures; and if I did at any time venture abroad, 

it was not without looking round me with the great- 

est care and caution imaginable. And now I found 

to my great comfort, how happy it was that I pro- 

vided for a tame flock or herd of goats; for I durst 

nct upon any account fire my gun, especially near 

that side of the island where they usually came, lest 

I should alarm the savages; and if they fled from 

me now, I was sure to have them come again, with 

perhaps two or three hundred canoes with them, in 

a few days, and then I knew what toexpect. How- 

ever, I wore out a year and three months more be- 

fore I ever saw any more of the savages, and then I 

found them again, as I shall soon observe. It is 

true, they might have been there once or twice, but 

either they made no stay, or at least I did not see 

them; but in the month of May, as near as I could 

calculate, and in my four-and-twentieth year, I had


