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he had frightened me so, he would certainly fright 

any of the savages, if any of them should be so hardy 

as to come in there while he had any life in him. 
I was now recovered from my surprise, and began 

to look round me, when I found the cave was but very 

small; that is to say, it might be about twelve feet 

over, but in no manner of shape, neither round nor 

square, no hand ever having been employed in 
making it but those of mere nature. I observed, 

also, that there was a place at the farther side of it 

that went in further, but was so low that it required 

me to creep upon my hands and knees to go into it, 

and whither it went I knew not; so, having no candle, 

I gave it over for that time, but resolved to come 

again the next day, provided with candles and a 

tinder-box, which I had made of the lock of one of 

the muskets, with some wildfire in the pan. 

Accordingly, the next day I came, provided with 

six large candles of my own making; (for I had 

made very good candles now of goats’ tallow, but 

was hard set for candle-wick, using sometimes rags 

or rope-yarn, and sometimes the dried rind of a weed 

like nettles); and going into this low place, I was 

obliged to creep upon all fours, as I have said, almost 

ten yards; which, by the way, I thought was a ven- 

ture bold enough, considering that I knew not how 

far it might go, nor what was beyond it. When I 

had got through the strait, I found the roof rose 

higher up, I believe near twenty feet; but never 

was such a glorious sight seen in the island, | dare


