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I could get, to keep out the rain; which I found, at 
some time of the year, very violent. 

I have already observed how I brought all my 

goods into this pale, and into the cave which I had 

made behind me. But I must observe, too, that at 

first this was a confused heap of goods, which, as they 

lay in no order, so they took up all my place; I had 

no room to turn myself; so I set myself to enlarge 

my cave, and work farther into the earth, for it was 

a loose, sandy rock, which yielded easily to the labour 

I bestowed on it; and when I found I was pretty 

safe as to the beasts of prey, I worked sideways, to 

the right hand, into the rock, and then, turning to 

the right again, worked quite out, and made me a 

door to come out on the outside of my pale or forti- 

fication. 

This gave me not only egress and regress, as it 

were, a back way to my tent and to my storehouse, 

but gave me room to stow my goods. 

And now I began to apply myself to make such 

necessary things as I found I most wanted, particu- 

larly a chair and a table; for, without these, I was 

not able to enjoy the few comforts I had in the world; 

I could not write, or eat, or do several things with so 

much pleasure, without a table; so I went to work. 

And here I must needs observe, that, as reason is the 

substance and original of the mathematics, so by stat- 

ing and squaring everything by reason, and by mak- 

ing the most rational judgment of things, every man 
may be, in time, master of every mechanic art. I


