
20 ADVENTURES OF ROBINSON CRUSOE. 

ever, the men roused me, and told me, “ that I,” who 

was able to do nothing before, ‘‘ was-as well able to 

pump as another:” at which I stirred up and went 

to the pump, and worked very heartily. ° 

We worked on; but the water increasing in the 

hold, it was apparent that the ship would founder; 

and, though the storm began to abate a little, yet, as 

it was not possible she could swim till we might run 

into a port, so the master fired several guns for help; 

and a light ship, who had rid it out just a-head of us, 

ventured a boat out to help us. It was with the 

utmost hazard the boat came near us, but it was im- 

possible for us to get on board, or for the boat to lie 

near the ship’s side; till, at last, the men rowing 

very heartily, and venturing their lives to save ours, 

our men cast them a rope over the stern with a 

buoy to it, and then veered it out a great length, 

which they, after great labour and hazard, took hold 

of, and we hauled them close under our stern, and 

got all into their boat. It was to no purpose for 

them, or us, after we were in the boat, to think of 

reaching their own ship; so all agreed to let her 

drive, and only pull her in towards shore as much as 

we could; and our master promised them, that if the 

boat was staved upon the shore, he would make’ it 

good to their master; so, partly rowing, and partly 

driving, our boat went away to the northward, slop- 

ing towards the shore almost as far as Winterton- 

Ness. 

We were not much more than a quarter of an hour


